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e Ns 4 
illuftrate the principles and atFions of the Proteftant* i 
Diſſenters ; and to contraſt their actual condu# with 
their profeſſions of attachment to the eftabliſhments in 
church and fate. Their determination. to perſevere in 
their attacks upon the Teſt Laws, and the - meaſures 
which they bave adopted in urder iu ſecure ſucceſs in 
their future application to parliament, appear ſufficiently 
clear from their own daliberate reſolutions. © It is our 
« earneſt wiſh, that, zither in the next ſeſſion of park-" f 
* ene; ot 40.thr elſe: wiier tha cord guinea 1 
« election, every congregation of Protetant: Diſſuns 
© throughout the kingdom ſhould, either ſeparately er 
© jointly, petition . 
© of the-Teft and Corporation Ars.“ | Mor 
e i 
tſtant Diſſenters ſpaudd ſhew a Steady regard, at bs 
* enſuing general eleffion, 1d -the ſupport of theſe - | 
« didates for ſeats in parliament, whom they hove fam 
de to believe friendly to the cayſe- of crvil and riligines . 7 
* liberty.” See Reſolutions & the Meeting: F Dele-. 
gates from eight Congregations of Dime, beld at 
Warrington, January 6th, 1790. > 1 
A 3 3 19 
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© our. rights muſt neceſſarily reſult from the progreſs 


vi ADVERTISEMENT. 


« It is our earneſt wiſh, that, either in the next ſeſſion | 
tc of parliament, or in the firſt ſeſſion after the next 


* general election, &c.” as above. Ser Reſolutions 


of 'the Meeting of Prot. DI bell at Bolton, December 
17th, 17 89. 


b e n e e ee GA: 
« diſcouraged by our late defeat; but. ſpall cheriſh the 
Wa bat, when application for relief from aur 

«. grievances is renewed, we ſhall nat be cenfured as 
« obſtinately perfiſting in fruitleſs attempts. The time 
« will ſpeedily arrive, when.a generous. nation, that of. 


&* late has been mifled by falſe alarms, and infidious and 7 | 


te bigotted miſrepreſentations, ſhall return to calmer 
ce feelings and more ſober reflection. A reftoration to 


« of truth, juſtice, and ſound policy. "See Adareſs to 
the People of England from the Committee of Prot. Dif. 
deve __ May 1 1th, TIO "re Jeffries 
. « Should king, miniſter, and > ins be arrayed 
« againſt them, let not the Proteſtant Difſenters ſhrink 
from the conteſt, — Defeated in their firſt. attempts, let 
<< them_not abandan their objet?, but repeat their appli- 
> cation till the voice of reaſon ſhall*be. heard. By 
<: perſeverance they muſt be victorious. — The 


Right . Diſe En ee e 
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your truſt, be ee of greater na- 
et e than the exiſtence 7 
preſent Teſt Laws. The main queſtion re. 


Ati ive to their uſe and defign has been inten- 


tionally confounded amitft ſpecious arguments 
n claims for penn 


Since their late defeat, it has been 


e the-pert of the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, thut the Hur pind is not yet f ſuffi- 
ciently-matured. by knowledge, or humanizec 
by philoſophy; but that the rapid progreſs 
of truth, and the true notions ef liberty | 
which begin to-poſſeſs rde nadtititte, ure the 
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vii ADDRESS. 

ſceds of a ſalutary revolution, which, being 
cheriſhed by the culture of a more indulgent | 
Parliament, will ſhortly expand into the per- 
fect bloom of liberty, and overſhadow every 


ſemblance of LG es of 
worſhip. 


7 


The political fetvices af the Diflenters 


lkewiſe,. are urged. as « ſubje& worthy of 


your conſideration, and as deſerving of a juſt 


recompence. Their principles and their ac- 


tions are appealed to as the proper teſt of their 


attachment to the civil conſtitution ; and iti is 
in conſequence of this poſition, and in con- 
Face ormity with this favourite doctrine, that the 


following ſheets, which are detached from 2 


ge, plan , * are at doped ſubmitted to Ive 
Nu hSbanctiao „note 1010 


99 C 1 4 of „ 8 
9 # g * . 8 N 


* Ie is intended to ſubmit the loving keto pu 


' 


notice: 71 34655) ee eee 5019 


n Ty cf ee 57 j 
2. Tbe importance of a national church and the abſolute 
of certain teſts to maintain and ſecure it. 


3. The Hiſtory of the preſent Teſt Laws, with every 


,_ Pe 


© tranſient view of the Bangorian controverſy, _ 
* Nature and object of froe enquiry,  ; 1 1 
i . a * 


* 


Sp” 


8 


| moting uniformity. © | 


to combat; and it would not have been at this time ex- 


notice; not as eee cf thi ; 
main queſtion, but as collecting rage tough 5 
and precedent a true and judicious eſtimate of 
the real Ates of the Fi 


hs *. * 1 4v OG 1 510 


1 ib to * e Waben at dhe late 
bergen,, chat it reliſted ſucceſsfully three 
ſeveral attacks on the eſtabliſhed conſtitution =, 


| e e . and it is rr en ee 
= che friends tothe .repeal of the Ten Las g 


Members of the n But it 
5. Extent A 8 -—» 


6. Ill conſequences of the repeal of th pet ce 
| the ſtate, the clergy, and the public mimi. 11 bat | . 

7- pw ret pee ae . 
Dilſenters, 

From this Metch it is obvious, that the ſabjelt. Under 
difcullen, vis. « The dual conduct of the. Brotaſtiae | 

Diſſenters, contraſted with their profeſſions of attach- 
ment to the eſtabliſhments in church. and ſtate,” thas in 
its preſent detached form many unfavourable circumſtances 


the determination of the Proteſtant Diſſenters to renew 
wer application to parliumen, 4nd their confidence of h-. 


x a nnn 
becomes you to reflect, that the present Teſts 
were intended, by our experienced anceſtors, tv 
guard: agamft what men may da: and if, in an 
evit hour, you ſhould conſent to their abroga—- 
tion, your country is thenceforward reduced 
ta this inevitable deſtiny, t trigt᷑ ts what men 
nom chrearſully extended their confidence to 
you; implicitly relying on your wiſdom, and 
_ truſting that their preſent happy conſtitution, 
in church and ſtate; will be maintained pure | 
and" undiſturbed, and that: their beſt intereſts 
wilbnever be betrayett by a vote of the Seven- 
teenth. Parliament of Great Britain. 

| That you may etc inviclets thoſe fa- 
| ered rights which have been recently entruſt- 
' ed to you, is the ardent wiſh of one, who has © 
| tha nonncerg of ae ee ee 
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N. b 
latitude and variation as the « Hiſtarical 
ZB 
very difficult to execute his deſign, either ſor the 
information of his readers, or the perſpicuity of his 
own ideas, if he did not diſtribute his ſubject under 
certain general heads and diviſians, Convinced of 
the utility of ſuch arrangement, I have adopted a 
plan, which is to take in the whole merits of the 
1 queſtion of late ſo generally agitated, © The repeal = 
« of the Teſt and Corporation Acts;“ , WR | 
which has intereſt enough in it to awaken the a 
rention of every man who regards the welfare of 
community, and the proſperity of LITE 
ligious eſtabliſhments. 8 e 


In the following remarks I may be thought by 
ſome to have treated the Proteſtant Diſſenters with 
too much aſpezity. To ſuch I beg leave to ſay, that, 


0 i = WS I@ WE oi as Th © 

400 from the outſet of my enquiry, I have had thoſe 

1 only in view, whoſe political condu# has been di- 

Ul teddy oppolite to their profeſſions of good-will, The 

11. principles of theſe men, and their attachment to our 
| conſtitution in church and ſtate, may be very fairly. 


| folely intended to diſcuſs the political merits of the 
| Diſſenters, they are applicable to thoſe only who 
1 diſturb the tranquillity of that government, which 
| ee, Spee r GS n 
religious liberty... Alf rare 


: a i 1 
amongſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters, men truly emi- 


that a tittle of cenfure ſhould fall on ſuch: indeed 
there cannot, in the preſent inſtance ; for, as they 
do not ſtand accuſed, no imputation of faction, or 
of inſincerity, will attach te them. But ſhould the 
peaceable and moderate Diſſenter feel ſome ſmart, 
ſome compunction, from theſe remarks, it muſt be 
attributed either to the miſconduct of his diſtem- 
pered brethren, or to his having, in ſome remote 
degree, connected himſelf with them in their late 
_—— meaſures, In either caſe, I am to be 


il meaſured by this hiſtorical ſtatement of their aZions. 
15 | The peaceable citizen, whether a conformiſt or non- 
lj conformiſt, is equally entitled to attention and re- 
9 ect: on ſuch theſe ſtrictures cannot fall; for, as 
AM ö they relate little: to theological diſputes, and are 


3 | 


- 


nent for piety, virtue, and moderation. Far be it 


. 


EN 


Pt BF A CE. BY, _— 
acquitted of detraction, bur muſt remind. nie re. n 


ſpedtable citizen, that. SY * 3 
= ASS ESR 2 * 
| | 25 Sax. 


een 


ien enim be M in be 
to aſſign ſome reaſon for my preſent appearance 
at the tribunal of the public. I have witneſſed in 
common with others, the late diſturbance of the 
e 
taining an extenſion of civil and religious liberty. 

I have ſeen too, with concern, that the abettors of 


the propoſed reformation are firmly reſolved to per- 
ſevere in their attempts to'aboliſh'thoſe fences of the 
conſtitution, which the common anceſtor has eſta- 
bliſned: and, as I am as nearly concerned in the 
maintenance and ſupport of them, as the Diſſenters 
may be in their demolition, I have taken ſome pains | 

to enquire into the merit of their preſent enterprize, 

found their claim. My preſent object, then, is to 

clear their ſpeciqus arguments from that fallacy-and\ | 
fophiſtication in which they are enveloped, and nat 11 | 
wn Se CO e, en nee, Tis 
into theological controverſy. NAS 


| 1 have only to requet"my ndder Ons 1e 
mn 
FFF in 
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li in the following pages, 16 a "wat of tandver m 
good-will for the Diſſenters, as fuch, but to that M 
guſt which is natural to every man who ſees religion, 
the chief band of ſociety, made a ftalking-horſe to 
diſturb that tranquillity which we may all enjoy under 
an adminiſtration ſo mild and equal as the preſent. 


My fentiments upon a difference in religious opi. 
nions, as affecting the public peace, and my ab: 
horrence of perſecution for conſcience fake,! 
hall leave with my reader in the words of an fl. | 
buſtrious ftzreſinan and conſummate politician. | 


of this 1 . 
c to my ſmall model: Men ought to take heed of 
* rending God's church by two kinds of conitro- 
« verſies: The one is, when the matter of the point 
© coritroverted is too ſmall and light, not worth the 
ee heat and ſtrife about it, kindled only by contra» - 
« diction. For, as it is noted by one of the fathers, 
„ Chriſt's coat indeed had no ſeam ; but the churthes 
* oefture was of divers colours: whereupon he 
« ſaith, © In vel varieties fit, ſciſſurs non fit z*" 
© they be two things, unity and uniformity.— The 
'* other is, when the matter of the point, contra» 
« yerted is great, but it is driven to an over-great 
« ſubtilty and obſcurity, fo that it hecometh a thing 
© rather ingenious than ſubſtantial... A man that is 
40 of judgment and underſtanding, ſhall ſometimes 
wlll © hear ignorant men differ, and know well within 
4 4 3 | | cc himſelf, 


FREFACE 


"an 
« himſelf, that /choſe' which "fo" GiRer thean/ ons ; 
« thing, and yet they themſelves "would" never 
* nagree. And if it come ſo to paßt, in that tiſtance 
« of 5 which is between man and man, 
e ſhall we not think, that God above, that knows. 
« the heart, doth not diſcern that frail men in fome 
of their contradictions intend the ſame thing, and 
« accepteth of both? The nature of fuch contro- 
« yerſies is excellently expreſſed by St. Paul, in 
te the warning and precept that he giveth concern- 
« ing the ſame, * Devita profanas vocum novitates, ef 
« oppofitiones falſi nominis ſcientie. Men create op- 
« poſitions which are not, and put them into new 
| © terms ſo fixed, as whereas the meaning ought 
« to govern the term, the term in effect governeth 
« the meaning. Concerning the means of procuring 
© unity; men muſt beware, that in the procuring 
« or muniting of religious unity, they do not dif-| 
« ſolve, and deface the laws of charity, and of hu- | 
© man ſociety, There are two fwords amongſt 
e Chriſtians, the ſpiritual and temporal; and v 


1 bave their due office and place in the maintenante of | Tl 


« religion. But we may not take up the third 
ce ſword, which is Mahomet's ſword, or like unto 
© it: that is, to propagate teligion by wars, or by 
bS fanguinary perſecutions to force conſciences, ex- 
Bay Avoid profane and vain babblings, and oppoſitions of 
* ſcience falſely ſo called.” ; Tim. vi. 20. 


« cept 


* 


v E N BNA UN. 


.« cept it be in caſes of overt-ſcandal, blaſphemy; or 
« intermixture of practice againſt the ſtate: ,es 
« leſs\ to nourifſs ſeditions, to autborize conſpiracies 
er and rebellions, to put the' word into ie peoples 
« hands, and the like, tending to the ſubverſion of 
« all goyernment, which is the ordinance of God. 
For this is but to daſh the firſt table againſt the 

I, te ſecond, and ſo to conſider men 3s Chriſtians, av" 
e thee Gy or: men.“ — POT Oo ee 0 
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HE friends and advocates for the repeal of the 
| Teſt and Corporation Acts have been for- | 
ward in celebrating the exploits and atchievements py | 
of the Diſſenters, as one popular argument in ſupport \ 
of their cauſe. They have repreſented them as the | SY 
chief authors and reſtorers of civil and religious | 
liberty, as foremoſt in promoting ſchemes of public ho 
utility, intelligent in planning, active and intrepid in 
conducting them, and, in fact, as. the props and | | | 
pillars: of the preſent conſtitution in church and 
ſtate. Had their pamphlets and declamations reſted . 
here, the fond panegyric would not, in all proba- (+1 
| bility, have been diſturbed, or excited attention and 1 
inquiry. But, in order to heighten the encomium, 08 
and perfect the illuſion, they have unmercifully» - 
e 
happy | 


2 HisToRICAL Mzuolks or 


happy contraſt, and, to magnify the merits of their 
compeers, they have overwhelmed this unfortunate 


deſcription of men with obloquy and deriſion. 

Thus, to dignify the offices, and elevate the re- 
putation of, the diſſenting miniſtry, we are told, 
& That the epiſcopal character is degraded by modern 
prelates, and the moſt ſacred ceremonies proftituted to 
ftate policy and perſecution *,” To promote the | 
temporal intereſts of nonconformity, we are ap- 
prized, © That the chief obſtacles to religious liberty 
lie in the bigotry and habitual bad politics of eRabliſhed 
churchmen, and in the complaiſance, of timid or ſubtle 


fateſmen in their favour f. To obviate any con- 


ceit of liberal and enlightened times, we are re- 
minded, . That the age in which we live is unfa- 
vourable to religiaus freedom, that an inquiry, into 

truth is checked by the civil powers, and the ſpread of 


genuine Chriſtianity chilled by the cold influence of ſplen- 


did efabliſhments .“ And, to complete the meaſure 
of their ignominy, we are affured, © That churchmen 


are unfriendly to the houſe of Brunſwick, nen on 
It 


| the rights 7 mankind, rere, and e 


'S — Dilſenner to « complote Toleration 
allerted, p. 96, & ſeq.—Advertiſement to the Life of Maat 


Claude, by R. Robinſon of Cambridge. 


_ + New and old Principles of Trade cd > 30. 1 
8 Prieſtley s Importance of free Inquiry. 
"| Prieftley's Letter to the Rt. Hon. Wm. Pitt —Cenfures of 


the ſame complexion were pretty ſtrongly implied in the ſpeeches 


ef the Rt. Hon. Ch. J. Fox, and Henry Brauſoy, eſq; in the houſe 


Ae e eee, r Se hare j 


reſolve 


Py 
va 
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It muſt be acknowledged that the reſolutions of the 
Proteſtunt Difſenters, in their late meetings * , convey 
more favourable irmpteffions; their language: is, in 
general, conciliating, and their profeſſions of attach- 
ment and good-will forcibly arreſt the judgmentjand 
calm thoſe diſingenuous emotions ſo natural in com = 
tending intereſts; The mild expoſtalarions of thoſe 
who are ſtruggling with oppreſſion, and who are 
pleadirig for a redreſs of grievances, under the per- 
fuaſion of general harmony, and the welfare of all 
diſtinctions, ſpeak feetingly to the heart, and tempt 
us to accuſe ourſelves of partiality and want of can- 
dour for withholding implicit confidence in fuch 
fair pi For my own part, as I cannot give 
chearful credence to theſe declarations; ĩt is but ho- 
neſt that I ſhould aſſign my reaſons: I ſuſpect tiea- 


maſked, why have not the Diſſenters muzzled their 
loud apologiſts ? To do juſtice to a cauſe of fome 
moment, I have taken pains to examine the fair FR 
pages of hiſtory; to which they ſo frequently refer 

us; but from hence 1 have drawn intelligence not 
at all favourable to their ſincerity ; and I have no 

"Rn nenn 


| relhre ifelf lte # Cormittes on de ſudjeRt of the Tel 

Ads. 

0 3 EE LOT 

179, the ſeRtaries of different denominations, aſſuming the com- 

mon title of Proteſtant Difſenters, convened 

— — nn ITN 
8 B82 aver 
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. very able caſuiſt to reconcile theſe public decla- 
rr 
the Proteſtant Dienten. hs 
e eee e 
a in dne ar d f man, 
and that perſpicuity ſo neceſſary in a conteſt where 
much miſrepreſentation may be expected on both 
fides, I am tempted to conſider them under ewodiſ- | 
tinctions, that I may not at large impute diſſimu- 
lation and inconſiſtency to ſuch a numerous body of 
citizens, many of whom are no doubt men of high 
integrity and worth. In the following diſcuſſion I 
would diſtinguiſh the moderate #iſſenter from the 
reſtleſs and zealous reformer. The object of the 
firſt, as far as he is concerned in the plan of inno- 
vation, is to ſoften thoſe obſtructions which have 
hitherto interpoſed betwixt him: and the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, to which he approaches, with a view to union, 
as near as he conſcientiouſly can; of tbe ſecond, to 
pull down the national church, and to. ereQ ſome 
hitherto-undefined and viſionary fabric in its room. 
The moderate diſſenter, not unmindful of the impor- 
tance of church communion, and the harmony of 
civil and religious polity, labours for reconcilia- 
tion, upon the principles of improving the reſor- 
mation, and of purifying and perſecting the proteſ« 
tant cauſe; whilſt the difturbed ſectary, eager to ex- 
preſs his abhorrence of rites and ceremonies, of H- 
turgies and hierarchies, ſinks his patriotiſm in his 
neal and like the overheated bigot of the Gxatgrch 
$57 & 5 century, 


*Rexrerovs' Dixizniion, [5 © 4 
er, bays yi wit, = boa ek 
« more at the whore of Babylon's red petticoat.” i 
From the furious aſſaults of the laſt, the conſticution _ 
has not. much to dead bye uren mien bf'theſe T: 
formidable the beſt - conſtituted ſtate has 4 
reaſon'to be upon its guard; for when political jea- "i 
louſy is lulled into an imaginary ſecurity by the fair 
language of calm expoſtulation, the ſtate is, in faR, 
e ieee 
and diſaffection. 5 | 
AT dd e Skate, be 9 
every difſenter, who: has /arrached himſelf to this 
general confederacy, with diſſimulation, or with 
views injurious to the public fafety ; yet; as they 
have thought proper to aſſociate chernſedves under 
one general denomination , the peaceabledifſenter, - 
as! far as he has joined intereſts with the factious | = 
ſeparatiſt, muſt be expoſed to that ſcrutiny and cen. 
_ fore which may fall upon the latter, fire he i U 
amn 


© There i v0 fall nddeks bn evpiing Al hs 
under one general denomination of Proteſtant Difſenter ; under | 
this ambiguous term the advocates for difſenſfion appeal to hif | 
tory, under the cloak of Preſbyterianiſm, for inſtances of con · E 
formity and rigid attachment to eſtabliſiments, and, as occafien — \ | © 
may ſerve, they ſhift to Independiicy i proof of their man- 
tenance of religious freedum and liberty pf conſcience. The VL * 
anſwering ſuch immetbodical writers may be cqmpared de the e 
diverſion of hunting be dnch, in the words of Monſieur Baylez 
«When I have him in full View, and fancy him within my 
* A 
* ö 22 * 526 he 10 gy — 


B 3 aſſociate, 
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6 H1sTORICAL, Mzxoixs or 
aſſociate, ande. 
gant Tibullus, n Is 
* « Quicguid agit,fangvis en tamen ills tuvs.” 85 

70 the proſeſſions of the firſt, great attention 
is due; ta the influence of theſe men I attribute 
that moderation in which their printed refolutions- 
ate in general couched. It is impoſſible to with - 
hold one's approbation of the temper and diſinter- 
eſtedneſs of the following reſalutions: „ That, 
e with reſpect to the uſe of fair reaſoning and ar- 
Seumente the repeal of the Acts in queſtion will 
x < give us no advantage which we do not already 

poſſeſs; and that we explicitly diſavow, as a 
« body, every act of intemperate zeal, and declare, 
chat we will not give our ſanction or ſupport ta 

5 che indiſcreet warmth of any individual *.”: Their 
open contempt of private ' intereſt claims alſo na 
ſmall notice: * While we thus affert our righes 

to all the privileges of good citizens, we publichy 

c diſclaim all pretenſions to the dignities and emo 
luments which are by law ache. * 
« bliſhed church,” &c f. 

An, agen 166-Giaieelaverieys thay Weder u 
a uniform good conduct throughout the laſt cen- 
21 „We appeal to the uniform conduct of all 
« denomipations among us, for the ſpace of a 
« century, and particularly in two critical periods, 
when there was not a ſingle Proteſtant Diſſenter 
#* who Joinefl the hoſtile banners of a pretender ta 

+* Reſolution! of the, Meeting of Proteſtant Diſſenters of the 
welt riding of York, held at 1 December 30, 1789. 
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 Ruztorove Disk 
« the throne, or was ſuſpeCted of as artichment to 1 
« Nis cauſe ..“. R 
. ah dis Kahpdl_gs A 
andy teal or ae e eee e Ws g 
tention; and if it ſhould de found, upon en- 
nation, to contain neither artifice nor fophiftry, who 
would refuſe unfeigned credit to ſuch friendly de- 
clarations? But, to examine into their declared uni- 
formity of attachment to the conſtitution of this 
country, I muſt be permitted to go à little further 
back into hiſtory than that period whence the Pro- 
teſtant'Difſenters have thought proper to date their 
loyalty and good-will : this, indeed, is à juſtice due. 
to their cauſe, ſince it will be a brief chronicle of 
the times when they wary If paris; wt Wie 
der real perſecution. 
To trace the progreſs of religious difſenſion 
through the dark periods immediately facceeding 19 
the reformation, would he a tedious and unint ee 
reſting taſk ; I ſhall [therefore briefly obſerve, that 
although much greater reaſons prevailed at that | 
time, than there do at preſent, for ſeparation, yet WY 
there was no diſagreement about the terms of church +18 
communion: Hooper, Ridley, Rogers, and others, | | „ 
the then controverſialiſts, were xeconciled to each — | ö f 
14 


ocdher; and it may be fairly preſdmed that Rid- - 
ley, Cranmer, and Latimer, who laid down their 
lives for the Eſtabliſhment, had ſearched as nar= © © 
rowly into the abuſes.of the reſurmed duch ur any 


— the Wekheld Ming. Die ent 
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| amongſt the preſent diſſenters. . There us in ir 4 
period no ſeparate meetings, except of ſome of the 
more furious anabaptiſts and ſecret papiſts, as. is | 
implied in biſhop Ridley's Articles of Viſitation, 
1550 “. But the moderation of the firſt reformers, 
in regarg to church ceremonies and eſtabliſhments, 
was ſuch that we find Calyin, Beza 1, Peter Mar- 
tyr, &c. men whoſe zeal in many, reſpects carried 
them to great lengths, uniting upon the broad 
principles. of reconciliation, commending unifor- 
mity, and expoſing the danger of contending for a 
few ceremonies, © whether ſuch as. were appointed 
for decency, or thoſe that were ſymbolical . ol 
r If ir ſhould be ſaid, that in thoſe days the danger 
from the church of Rome was more imminent, and 
that on this account the firſt reformers were leſa 
vigilant, leſt by: needleſs: ſcrupuloſity they ſhould 
check the progreſs of reformation, I have this to 
urge, that the dread of popery was not only then, 
but has been ever ſince, the chief foundation of 
diſſenting patriotiſm. _ 
1 ſhall paſs over den ee 4 n 
Mary, as little applicable to the preſent ſubject. 
Burn the acceſſion of Elizabeth, and the e 


7 


2 9 Sparrow's Canons p. 35s. en —sdhun wn. „ 


paration, part i, ſeR. 5. 


+ Bea defines the fin of Separation to conſiſt « nou merely 
« in going from one church to another, but the diſcontinuing | 
« communion with the public aſſemblies, as though one were no 
member of them.” Epiſt. 24, p. 148. 

23 Calvin's Epiſtle to Sadolet, de vera Reformatione. 
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of the-chureh;/.the. Jefaleical- party: beataiedalts 
the ſeeds of diviſion ; to check the growth of which, 
and of a diſaffection to the ſtate which now-hegah - 
to manifeſt itſelf amongſt the non-conformiſts,” the 
act of Uniformity came forth, expreſaly againſt he 
Diſſenters . An open ſeparation had nom taten 
place, as Camden inſorms us, under ptetence g 
« a purer reformation, by oppoſition to the diſei- 
« pline, liturgy, and calling of our. biſhope, as ap- 
c proaching too near to the church of Rome . 
EFrom hence then we muſt date that diſſenſion 
which | has" "ines: raged 1 ſuch A ee 


* b E e | 
1 Annales Elizabethz, an. dom. "64th ADE 
is miſtated by a very ſhrewd writer, who ks LP. 


I 


| impartial hiſtory of the Teſts, which, as he thinks, has never 
before been fairly given. This advocate ſays, The; Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper had been made a teft of che ptin- 
« ciples of the communicant here, prior to the year 1571, which 
dar long before any Proteſtants had openly ſeparated from the Bf- 
« tabliſoment.”” Right of Prot. Diſſ. aſſerted; Pref: &pi/t— 
If this writer could eſtabliſh his facts, his inferences, might be 
fair enough, That, as the Teſts exiſted before ſeparation, they 
could not have been Gefignod i nee | 
© In 1568. See Stilingfleet os Separation, part i. Cd. 6 & 
| 5. The antable Aſſerter of the Rights of the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
affirms, 1 That Biſhop Stillingfleet dates the entire ſeparation 
of the Diſſenters from the Church from the time of the 
© King's declaration of indulgence, iſſued in the year 3671-3. 
Such inaccuracies are ſo very frequent with this writer, that 
they would be overlooked, if he did not deduce his ſophiſtical 
ren Pen ter ge e e e 6 ape 
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It bas frequently been obſeryed, that, in propor- 
don us the proſperity of this country, and its ſecu- 
rity from foreign hoſtilities, religious faction has 
been ſeen to flouriſn. Thus, under the firm and 
fucceſoful reign of Elizabeth, theſe” holy feuds kept 
pace with its encreaſing power, and in a very few - 
years we find a formidable party ſetting up a ſepa- 
rate worſhip in oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed church: 
whereas, under the feeble government of the latter 
Stuarts, in particular, when there were continual 
apprehenſions of papal power, faction forgat its 
nature, and ſchiſmaties crowded 88 1 
oppoſe the inroads of tyranny and intolerance. 

Theſe early diſſenters, under Pretence of more 
evangelical purity, reſiſted the . ceremonies, habit, 
and doctrine of the national religion, and in a ſhort 
time grew fo troubleſome to the ſtate, by attempt-= 
ing to confine the Queen's ſupremacy to a tempo- 
ral juriſdiction, and by publicly refuſing to attend 
the. divine ſervice of the church, that Elizabeth, in 
addition to the Act of Uniformity, thought it ſafe, 
in the year 1569, and again“ in 1571, to publiſh 


Proclamations, enforcing uniformity, and a due at- 


tendance on the ſacraments, under heavy penalties, 


4 c tet of the allegiance of ber ſubjefts ;, in, conſe- 


quence, of which, the laws againſt the non-con- 
ſormiſts were put in force, and ſeveral of the prin- 


cipal diſſenters were Tuſpended, deprived, and im- 
| . e eee oe 2 


F priſoned. 


2 Drogtwarom, 2 


* „ The 8 for ts LORE, wa op way. Thas 
« there was no poſitive law. ox injunQtion for perſons. to, receive 
« the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, until the popi 

| | r 


i 


e ee his 
beth, and likewiſe her proclamation fourteen years after (viz. 
1573). enjoining the magiſtrate,” 10 ſearch after ind gung all 
« ſuch perſons as ſhall forbeay to come td the: commen. prayer, 
x ent ena he renee of eek 49 the order 
* in the faid book,” &c. Sparrow's canons— his was par- 
poſely levelled at the ſeRtaries, and not againſt the pepife, 

+ In the latter part of this reign' theſe ſanguinary 'laws 
. againſt the diſſenters, which were a diſgrace to Chriſtianity 
2 


Plot bad 


writers artfully paſs over the. of eaiformitge apd the | | 
book of cammgn prayer ſet forth by the common conſent of the | 
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| from! perſecution, than*he'Protefidne Dikenters 
were: for it was not till that haughty prelate 
Pius V. fulminated his ball againft Elizabeth, in 
1569, chat ſne thought the popiſſi '# formidable 
party; whereas the ſectaries, by their turbulence and 
diſaffection to the eſtabliſhed church, threatened 
her ſupremacy, and the interruption of the public 
fafety. It appears too, that at an examination 


June, 1567, ſeveral perſons were accuſed not only 
of abſenting themſelves from their patiſh churches, 
©. but of gathering together, making aſſemblies, 
« uſing-prayers and preachings, and miniſtring a- 
% craments among ft themſelves.” This occaſioned the 
act of uniformity to be preſſed with ſome rigour, 


yet not more than was neceſſary; for Gilby, himſelf 
6 diſſemer, inſinuates, That if they had been let 


„ alone a little longer, they would have ſhaken the 
* conſtitution of the church . 

The apprehenſions of James I. from the Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters appears by his attempts to- reconcile 
them to the eſtabliſhment ſoon after he aſcended 
the throne: but the conference held at Hampton 
Court for this purpoſe, failing of its deſired fect, 
the Diſſenters were expoſed to the ſeverities of the 
canons eſtabliſhed in 1603 ; a heavy blow upon the 
Papiſts, as well as the Diſſenters from the eftabliſhed 
church, many of whom ſuffered at the ſtake for 
their diſaffection, through the horrible nw of 
this teeble adminiſtration. » + . 
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taken before Grindal, biſhop of London, 20th 


1 
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\Ryureouvs Diss Tro 23. 
+ The reign of Charles I. preſents us with eie 
pacy in all its ſplendor; the Puritans, to whom 


Charles ſeemed at firſt attached, began ſoon to. 
take offence at the fabulous innovations v of ſome | 


of the prelacy ; and, as the Preſbyterian worſhip had 


offended ſects joined with the Independents; ever 
averſe to eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, and over, 
threw the diſcipline of the church, dethroning that 
unhappy monarch, whoſe over-weening attachment 


to the hierarchy. was a, principal cauſe. of civil 


diſcord, and haſtened the ruin of the conſtitution, 


Hitherto we have ſeen little affection on the part 
of che Diſſenters, either. for: monarchy, or the 


national church, but an invariable deviation from 
that yholeſame aces; (LP Ir 


* W fonie Il-FPunded reports of archbiſhop Land. © 


I + Byxter/an eminent diſſenter, in his Defence of the Cure I 
Diviſions, expreſſes himſelf in the following ingenuous terms : | 
„The moſt learned and worthy of the ald non-conformiſts, 


« wrote more againſt ſeparation, than the conformiſts; and the 
« preſent non-conformilts have not more wiſdom, learning, or 


« holineſs than they: but they did not only urge the people 


« againſt ſeparation, but to come to the very beginning of the 
Wr preferring it before their private duties. 
88. &c.—See alſo on this ſubject Beza's'234 epiſtle to biſhop 


Grindal, Gualter's epiſtle to Cax, biſhop of Ely; and Zanchius's 


epiſtle to biſhop Jewel. I muſt ſubjoin here the opinion of John 
Fox, a rational non-conformiſt. This honeſt and ſenfible man, 


apprehenſive of the ill conſtquences of that turbulent and fatioug - 


E Ky nine 


been already declared to have no foundation''in © - 
. ſcripture, nor in the practice of the church, theſe 


3, 8 — 
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mis for a dead compllance and reconciliation * 

3692 «Kip: 

Wie are now preſented with Difenfion fitt ih 
power; how it vailed itſelf may be eollected, with 
fufficient cenſure; from writers at all times favour- 
able to g As ſoon as the Preſbytetians had got 
the upper hand, we find thein peremptorily refuſs 
ing that indulgenee to others, which, during the 
epiſeopaey, they had ſo unceaſingly pleaded for 
therniſeives, even to thoſe very men, who, by join- 
ing with them in the overthrow. of the conſtitu- 
tion, had compaſſed their pre ner And 
{ rigid were they in point of uniformity, that 
they even complained of a want of church power 
fafficient-to cruſh the fectaries, as they could now 
call all thoſe who differed from them: to ſuch 2 
degree of rigour did they proceed, that, by a me- 
morable ordinance in 1645, the uſe of the common 
prayer book was prohibited, not only in public 
worſhip but e andes henry ganal- 


« "That foms of lis party begun to 'qeſphſy" Kita, becauſe he 
„could not rail againſt biſhops and archbiſhops as they did; 
_ « but, if he could be as mad as they, they would be kinder to 
im. And therefore he ſoberly adviſeth the governors of the 
« church to look well after this ſort of men; for if they prevail, 


it is not to be imagined what miſchief and diſturbance they 


| Kat cru. 


« will bring; whoſe hypocriſy is more ſubtle and petnicious 
« than that of the old monks; for, under pretence of greatet 
« purity; they will never give over, till they have brought men 

under 4. Jewiſh ſlavery.“ See Fuller's Church Hiſtory, I. g. 
| beste, Gr g ee Emre N ee | 
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who. ſhould preach, write, or print any thing is 


derogation of the Directory of the preſbyteriaa 
- worſhip... One inſtance of intolerance cannot be 


man refuſed to indulge their oppreſſed monarch 
with the; chiefeſt conſolation to inſulted fealings, 

and a broken ſpirit, poſitively ſtipulating, in the 
ret of the Ide of Wight, chat the king ſhouli not 


be allowed the indulgence of a common, prayer 
book: for the private uſe of himſelt and mix 


Till this revolution the real principles of Diſſentets 
were never known they had heen heretofore cdai · 
ing indulgence from thoſe that were in power but 
the bitter perſecutors of their rivals; and the ad- 
vocates for frecdom of conſcience, and the natural 
rights of mankind, were now manaſonmed into. 
ous * and the engines of intolerance: 


I *> L + 
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beg | | .* And man, proad man, ive . 


| « Dreft in little brief authority, 
« Play'd ſuch fantaſtic tricks before high Heaven, * 


7 As made Fe 
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Fein was to b 
preſent day on fuch unexampled he 
might tell me that this was the act of the Preſby- 


rerian, or of the Independent, or of the Anabaptiſt. 


overlooked. in this place, an inſtance that baffles 
compariſon. in the darkeſt agg of unreleming hi- | 
gotry : theſe, vindicators of liberty and tba rights. of 


LY 
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Vain effort at exculpation! Fruitleſs attempt " = 


eee e ee ee 
his ingenuity be put to the teſt to parry a narrative 
of complicated oppreſſion! The unfortunate Mr: 
John Biddle, a writer of ſome emitience amongſt 
the Socinians, experienced, in this era of liberty, the 
angular fate of having an Anabaprif for his accuſer; 
a Preſbyterian for his judge, and an Independent to 
execute his ſentence.” By the former, Griffin, an 
Anabaptiſt teacher, who had challenged him to a 
public diſputation, he was betrayed, in the courſe of 
the controverſy, to © deny that Chriſt was God?" 
his illiterate opponent, unable to refute the Socinian, 
accuſed him of blaſphemy, and procured an order 
for his commitment to Newgate; in conſequence 
of which he was tried for his life, but his ſentence 
Wanna Croawell, er re er 
eee Fo; 617 

1 Wall be excuſed inferting in'this plate the ju 


* Fa 


Gebves remarks upon theſe times of an elegant and 


enlightened writer , and the rather becauſe he was 
not a member of an epiſcopal church. * Theſe 
te broils and tumults ſerved alſo unhappily to con- 
fim the truth of an obſervation often made, 


te that all religious ſects, while they are kept un- 


« der and oppreſſed, are remarkable for inculcat- 
« ingt the duties of moderation, forbearance, and 


1 8 don account of the life of T. Biddle — ; 


fixed to 1| vol. of Society Tracts, 16911. 
+ Moſheim's Ecclefiattical en cranſlated by Dr. Mac 
laine, vol. iv. p. $22. 
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towards thoſe who diſſent from them: 
e 
and they, in their turn, arrive at power 
pre-eminence, they forget their own precepts 
xd pradlice of tharity to thoſe that groan | 
yoke. . Such, in reality, was the con- 
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challenge our admiration, bidding us recollect 
that to them, we owe the reſtoration of the mo- 
. nn. . 


| RG aha 6 3 1 | 
i wanted, to ſecure the civil liberties of this country, and even 
xc to befriend the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments of it, and it may be We 
* wanted again, Our unceſtors were inſtrumental both in the | 
_ « reſtoration of the Stuarts, and in the ſettlement of the crown 

M ee e re ee or hs wg 
2 235 

| « Trang is Charles II's dectaration-from Breda; the pref. 

« byteriaziv — « $roeg pppolition from the other 

& ſets, entered heartily into his views, and compaſſed his reſto- 
ration.— By means of the reſtoration, the church of England 

« was tacitly 8 
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Able par of faction and ſecition! Let us 
exkiine « Hl hes Gif Nate, S Yachts? | 
bellion to allegiance, from perſecution to protection. 
The facts, ede ee fland 
thus: — The preſbyterians, . diſſatisfied" that their | 
chureh, although now become the national eſtab- 
liſkment, did not empower them ' ſufficiently” to 
compel rigid uniformity, were continually harraſ- 
ſing the parliament for more cbercive powers, in 
order to proſecute all thoſe who differed” from them 
in religious opinions: upon this the | army, confiſt- 
ing chiefly of independents, with independent Crom- « 
well at their head, were violently incenſed againſt | 
them, and betook itſelf ro the deſperate meaſure of _ 
| aſſuming the ſovereign power, and at laſt became 
ſo far maſters as to hold the preſbyterians in a ſort 
of ſubjection. Theſe, finding the tables'now' turned 
upon them, and that in fact they had nb Dnger any 
thing more than the ſhadow of authority in the 


fax, and beang deren ule Hor cle 


"The cond ee ab and ee 6 
Britiſh conſtitution, and the improver of civil government + the 
puede pe LR INS 
publications, pleads with xterity, -* various 
« abuſe that has been thrown out on catholics,/ it ſeems _ 
te never to occur to any one, that many valuable parts of the 
« Engliſh conſtitution were framed by them.—Shall the Englich 
« catholics, then, who reared this conſtitution, at the great en- 
«« pence of their lives and fortunes, and who loved it in its un- 
« finiſhed ſtate, ſhall they hate and attempt its ruin, when it 
« has acquired due form and ſtability ?“ 08 ne 
| the Rigats of the Diſſenters. | 2» 

; « 


BY Ae Disszustox. | 15 
bot. 4 en ee SL 
and the national church, began to think of reſtoring 
Charles II. to the throne; | accordingly, . upon {his 
artful declaration from Breda, they joined the epiſ- | 
copalians, and thus aſſiſted in the reſtoration of the 
wre. a cdl of the church of | 


A 
Win! and fach. the tal mocives of their boaſted p 
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To take the one the other, by ſome chance 2 
Mrs bowie» ny eps rw 
Ps eee 9 1 

Wb eee n Jt 
The dim of ChaHtes I. eee e 
ſoon ſuſpected by the diſſenters, and perhaps no- 
thing manifeſted his intentions more than his de- 
claration for voleratiom in 1672; which fuſpended | | 
all the penal laws both againſt papiſts and difſen- . | 
ters; and we find the latter quietly acquieſcing | - 
under the famous teft act which paſſed in the fol- 
lowing year, a more . conſonant to their wiſhes, 
tan the former tlemency of their king, at the bot- 
tom of which they ſaw both popery and ſlavery. 
The reigns of the latter Stuarts, i particular, preſent 
us, at every juncture, with the jealouſies and appre- 
henſions of the non · conſormiſts; leſt the revival of 
eee i 
| * C2 Pl. 8 
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[members of th eſtbliſient, of beit religious fel, 
 vileges, and involve them in © calamities more” 
ſevere than churchmen would be expoſed to ; h 
according to their own accounts, retaining much of 
| the old leavin of antichrift, would conſequently” ex- * 
perience fewer reſtrictions . The attachment then 
of the diſſenters to the eſtabliſhment, during this, 
period, though- not very conſpicuous, muſt be at- 
tributed to this cauſe the mutual intereſts of boch 
parties were concerned in one common oppoſition 
to popery, which was ever on the watch, waiting 
ſecretly for an eee 
and intolerance. 
The houſe of Stuart, IO 2 ſeries of ith, 
policy, began now to totter; and a continuance of in- 
diſcreet and ruinous meaſures, during the ſhort reign 
ol inglorious James, completed its deſtruction. We | 


are preſented in this reign with a ſingular pheno- 
menon, a popiſo king a ſtrenuous advocate for univerſal - 
gas ee GSki Gee Dance THY 
? 4 „ the 


— es ee 
uon has not completely thrown down the kingdom of antichtift, 
who ſtill retains dominion over the Britiſh eſtabliſhment. See | 
Richards's free thoughts on the W een 
1784. : Ak y 
+ So telrene was James at this time, that he grathd permiſ- 
1 tv the lord e of Londou; a profiling” & ie wha 
form of worſhip he liked beſt in Guildhall chapel: but the wary 
diſſenter, being « /riend to the efabliſhment, refuſed the generous 
offer: in other words, he ſaw through the artful defign, to engage 
him to make the firſt change from the eſtabliſhed worſhip, and 
Fe punts hi CIO 
ik 


y 
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« the mouth of « profeſied papiſt;” and ich is only | 2 
thus to be accounted fur: The clergy of che eſtab- : 
liſhment having oppoſed the argful deſigns of lege. 

court to revive popery, were diſgraced, and the dif- | ne Ro 
ſenters-in their turn taken into high favour; theſe bore. 
their-exaltation- unbecomingly : but the moſt mode- © 
rags amongſt chem, (and there bave been moderate,” | AAS. 
diſſenters in all ages) reſtrained in ſome degree the 

inſolence of the reſt; they ſaw that this brightneſs. _ 

olf royal fayour was only a ſun-beam, and « deſign 

Fir 0pm neg. deereg-” 

' them and the church party“. 6 
"But I baſten to thar ſecond grand Crifis of pa- jo 

triotiſm, to which the proteſtant diſſenters refer us, Wo 

2 OY OM OT "Re 

| eftabliſhments, and the reftorers of civil liberty. | 7 

| VVV 1 7 
to the eſtabliſhment, and their zeal for civil liberty, 4 

was not altogether ſo conſpicuous. Although I, 155 
„ becauſe it greatly - | || \=H 
haſtened that glorious revolution, which, as they | 
juſtly obſerve, they did promote; yet I ſhall be ſ oo | 

impartial as to let their favourite hiſtorian ſ relate e 

* Towards e | 7 f 


e 

| 1 

Cautious magiſtrate, 1 the wiſdom of the ſerpent, | aſſumed | | 143 
the harmleſineſs of the dove. | BA 
er Burnet's Hiſtory of his Own Thnes/ as, 1686, / * „ 


+ The diſſenters are fond of referring to Dr. Burnet, as an 
Hiſtorian very favourable to their cauſe, and a declared foe to 
the clergy; the good biſhop, with much candoug, however, cau-, | 
arias ae oi oma biadirte +, 4 
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« the king thought fit to renew the 
« that he had ſet out the foriner year, for liberty of + 
e conſcience, Not ſatisfied with the publiſhing us 
* declaration, he reſolyed to oblige the clergy ta' 
read it in all their churches in the time of divine © 
This put the clergy under great dilfi- 
« cultics, and they were at firſf much divided} - 
r about it, The point at preſent was not, Whether 
« a toleration was a lawful or an expedient thing, 
« The declaration was founded on the claim of * 
wi diſpenſing power, which the king did now af: 
T fume, that tended to the total ſubverſion of the | 
* government, and the making it arbitrary: whereas/ 
* by the conſtitution it was a legal adminiftration, / | 
* Tt alfo allowed fuch infinite liberty, with the ſuſe 
* penſion of all penal laws, and that without amy 
* limitation, that paganiſm itſelf might be now pub- 
« licly profeſſed. It was viſible, that the deſign, in 
e impoſing the reading it on the clergy, was only - . 
* to make them ridiculous, and to make them p 
contribute to their own rujn.” Thus far Burnet 5- 
who, after commenting on the indecent , heats 
of the diſſenters againſt the clergy, now become, 
| by their manly reſiſtance of deſpotiſm, exceed- 
ingly . obnoxious to the court, proceeds to r 
that it was by. the expreſs advice of the diſſenters, 
now in the fulneſs of royal favour, that James 
was induced to commit to. the Tpacr the fix 
„ The peeviſhneſs, the II- nature, and the ambition of many | 


« clergymen, has ſharpened my ſpirits perhaps too much againſt | 
them: ſo I warn my reader to take all that I ſay on theſe 
7 heads with ſome grains of allowance.” Preface to the Hiſtory | 
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biſhape, Who, in defence of the conſtitutian, po- 
„ app 
this daring attempt at power. 5 
The abettors of this notorious tranſaction have 
* then, in truth the merit of greatly, promoting that . 
- glorious revolution, Which a few months afterwards | | 
Vas actually completed, by the expulſion of an 
inſatuated bigot from menen. 
liſhment of che conſtitution. 
This bart vier d cha candudt of the proteſtant 


ill 


diflenters;for near a century and half, preſents us : 
with the ſad effects of religious faction; we fee he 
1 r 


FP 
the unprovated authors of theſe conyullions, I would 
by no means be underſtoqd to infinuate ; the perſc» | i bY 
cutiong. which their diſcontents and remonſtrances 4 
had ſo frequently brought upon them, and thaſe ſe- 
vere penal ſtatutes which the government from time : 1 
to time judged neceſſary, 0 curb the feuds. of is (HE 
domeſtic enemies, and to preſerve the public peace,, 
had now encroached largely on the liberties of the | 
ſubjeR, and reduced the privileges of the non, con- 
formiſts below the condition of free citizens; and, | 
although they occaſionally cxyoyed ſome tranſient \ 
gleams of indulgence, through the varying ſpirit of 12 
the court and miniſtry, yet their ſituation was 
eee ee 


11 
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ſtcom ſears and perplexities; we are not then to won⸗ 
der at their reſtleſſneſs, and frequent attempts to fub- 
vert the government, ſince it was the only chance 
they had of gaining the upper hand, and of ſecu- 
ring to themfelves that liberty, which this memo—- 
rable reyohition has fo effectually eſtabliſhed. We 
are rather to wonder at that paradox in politics, in 
which the preſent advocates of the diſſenters have 
involved their cauſe, who, whilſt they are challeng- 
ing, in behalf of their forefathers, an eminent 
aure of merit in conſtrukting that beautiful fabric, N 
the preſent conſtitution, are equally laviſh in their 
applauſes of the deſcendant ſor his pious attempts 
to deface the nobleſt monument of his aneeſtor's / 
wiſdom. This, however, may be cafily reconciled, | 
upon the argument of a Roman author1——# Diff. | 
* tientiyn tes geſtæ, ſicut ego exiſtumo, tis 
„ amplæ, verum aliquanto minores tamen, quam ; 
etc famã feruntur: ſed, quia provenere ibi magna 
er ſcriptorum ingenia, per terrarum orbem facta 
* pro maxumis celebrantur. 7s crm, gui es 
t fecere, virtus ee quantion eli . 
ene 8 
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5 « fie he de een dende dees vie pee 

; their Latin, or never Jearnt it, I will tranſlate the paſlage, a 
ing them that I haye ſubſtitute] the firſt word for A! | 
which I find in the original, vid. Salluft, Bell, Catil. f. As 
* far as ] can judge, fame ſpeaks higher of their atchieve- + 
ments, great as they may be, than ſhe ought to do; this may _ 
be cuing to (he. e pee l- wens pang» 

Dns, who have extollet their exploits tp the very Yew It 
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liberty, to which, as a free people, they were ant.. 25 
ee e Jaws which had endangered cheir 
perſons and property, reſtored chem to thay rank | 


in the political ſcale, which picked: autdting 
and ſaſe to the conſtitution. They are well war- 
| rr IRE” 
epocha of trus Engliſm liberty. The blind and 
implicit ſubmiſſion of James to the papal ſee, 
n eee * 
by ꝙ)ꝙ¶» gion) 7 it a 5 
niten in proportion to the wit and abilities of their apologiſts.” 2 n 
—Mr. Beaufoy, in his very able ſupport of Mr. Fox's motion 
towards the repeal of the Teſts, March 3d, 1790, obſerved that 3 
the conduct of the Proteſtant Diſſenters had been exemplarily 11 | 
| modeſt; that in the unhappy moments of national 111 
embarraſſment, they have preferrsd a continuance of ſuffering to \ 
every hope of relief; that ig was not till all public difficulties and 
anxieties were removed, that it was not till the return of be #51 
nnen „ 
neu ly an ee, of heron 173 
for more thes 130 yrers!—Credat Jedem 

Woobpart's Diaar. 
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Proteſtant Diſſenter, he looked with pride to the hiſtory. of he 
times preceding the paſſing of theſe acta. Tha do theſe gentle 
be betwixt them, rindicate the e paltical cond of the 
iſſenters, from the date of x ani pal dS: or 2 to. 
My elution oooh 
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over civil and religious liberty, had brought the 
proteſtant cauſe to the brink of ruin, and arbitrary 
power had nearly-annihilated-the rights and privi- 
leges of the ſubjeR; - But che complaints of an op- 
preſſed people increaſing with the injuries that 
were accurhulating on them, the ſeaſon was come 
When refiftance was not- only juſtifiable, but a vir- 
tue: the arbitrary monarch fled from his throne, * 
the long · conteſted limits of royal prerogative were 
2700000 
ah en $0: 
| | T he morwal jealouties thit fubliſtal betwine Wil 
liam and a great part of his dlergyiwas' not a itte 
fomented by the diſſenters, immediately after the 
prince of Orange was. called to the throne, The 
king, who had à natural hias to Calviniſm, and 
who yielded to no prince in political abilities, had 
an early opportunity of ſhewing his avetſion to the 
members of the church of England, and eſpecially * 
the biſhops,” many of "whom, by their refuſal ta 
take the oaths of allegiance, and by withdrawing _ 
from his parkament, openly diſowned his guthoriry 
and avowed their - contempt of his government. 
To mortify theſe men, whoſe ſtrong "prejudices. in 
N | favour of the late doctrine of paſſive obedience and 
non: eſiſtance, and whoſe notions of hereditary, in- 
nb right; und, Led liccal forcalivg, emuld 
not be got over, William reſolved to admit the 
diſſenters to a ſhare in poſts under the government. 
To this end, as a previous ſtep, he propoſed to 
Perliament the abolition of the Teſts; a meaſure 


2 I 
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of Parliametit; which reflets/equil honour'on the - 
promoter and the Chriſtian cauſe. In 1689 the 
A& of Toleration came forth, intituled; « An Act 
* for exempting their  Majeſties Proteſtant Sub- 
e jects, difſenting from the Church of England, 


. from the Penalties of certain Laws,” c, 
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eſcence had ſo recently ſanRtioned * ;. yet, ſo a- 


vourable was this period to fanatical conceit, that 


we find a multitude of ſects ſtarting up afreſh, and 
E 
controverly and diviſion, , 2 

r 
diſſenters in England, was not enjoyed by their 
brethren in the neighbouring kingdoms, In Ire- 
land an intolerant ſpirit raged amongſt the ſectaries, 


_ from the — 
their own narrow creeds and ſortnularies. 
3 Tine eee 


e 34 


myſtery of the Trinity, applied, with unexampled af. 
ſurance, to that government under which they them- 
ſelves enjoyed xo legal: toleration, and actually ob- 
tained, in 1703, from. fir. Richard Pine, che then 
lord chief juſtice of Ireland, a a ſpecial warrant to 

ſcize the miſerable heretic and his papers; and, leſt 


he ſhould eſcape the juſt vengeance of the offended - 


laws, the pious zealots conducted him in perſon to | 
| the coma. e Nevanes thery den! they 


| .. Jqnina jn.moy_jnap: 
 Plicable to the preſent caſe: The ſubmiſſion of a free people 


« to the executive authority of government, is no more than a 
; Iv WE RN CINGR | 


Life, © during my confinement all my acquaint- 
«ance were eſtranged from me, and all offices - | 
« frienfiſhip and civility ceaſed ;'-but of all men. 
- © the diſſenting miniſters of Dublin were the mast 
deſtitute of kindneſs. ' Not one of them, engt. 
« ing Mr. Boyſe, vouchſafed me ſo much 2 that 
© * ſmall office of humanity; in viſiting me ben in 
priſon: nor had they ſo much pity on the foul of . 
_ * their erring brother, as they thought fü, us to 
© ſeek to tem him from the error of his ways *." 
In the ſane year, the kirk" of Scotland had an 
| opportunity of manifeſting for pure and u. 
| defiled religion. Upon a motion of the earl of 
Strathmore's, che 6th of May 1503, for the 
* toleration of al Proteſtants in die cxerciſe-of _ 
religious worſhip,” the preſbyterians raiſed” a vi- 
olent and ſucceſsful oppoſition ; and, forgetful of the 
| indulgence that their brethren at that time were 
enjoying under epiſcopacy in England, rejected he 
E 
communion, and declaring that to enact a toleration 
e e eee 
. quity by lam. 
| It would be Sc to ivy defini be ence inten 
detail of the religious controverſies, or the inteſtine 
 broils, that harrafſed the Kingdom, during the reign = 
- See Narrative of his Life prefixed i his Works, and Bs. 
graph. Di. article Emlyn,—This gentleman afterwards fled | 
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1ſt him: « for,” as he/fays in the Narrative of b 
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06, i Hioronreat Maucins.6r | 
of queen Anne. The violent conduct of tyo tur- 9% 
| bulent parties diſgraced this period of Engliſh hi. 
tory; for religion, from the firſt riſe of the Whig and 
a ane e,, £4 
cover the political views of either party. The diſ- 
ſenters, who now conſtituted 2 great part of the 
| Whig faction, under an idle pretence that the court 
3 and Tory party were ſolicitous to reſtore the Pretend- 
S er, uniformly oppoſed the meaſures of the latter, and 
1 provoked them, after, two unſucceſsful attempts, to 
PW bring in and paſs a bill + 40 prevent occaſional con-. 
*  formity, and allo } an af to prevent the growth , 
ſebifm, in order more e to humble thoſs | | 
' dangerous ſchiſmatics, as they affected to call their 
Whig opponents. Theſe, bills, however, were in 
reality a ſpecies of perſecution, and a heavy, clog 
on that free toleration granted at the revolution; 
but they originated in the turbulence of party, and 
| „The church was not a little diſtracted by the indecent 
1 conteſts amongſt the clergy, who ranged themſelves under two 
ao, diſtinguiſhed by the titles of High Church and Low 
| Church. Theſe ecclefiaſtical Whigs and Tories loaded each 
other with the moſt invidious epithets j the tigh<church men 
ſtigmatized their opponents as republicans and preſbyterians, + 
whilſt their low-church brethren branded their adverſaties with 
the appellation of Jacobites and enemies to the revolution, And 
theſe odious conteſts, being fomented not a little by the Diſ- 
ſenters, contributed in the end to fetter toleration with liberal 
reſtrictions· They ſerved alſo to furniſh a very celebrated ora - 
tor, near fourſcore- years aſterwards, with argument to wound 
che credit of the preſent hierarchy ; but he was more bappy is bi. 
recollaction of theſe odious diſputes, than he was fortunate in his ap. 
fication of them to the ſubject under debate: March 3d. 179. 
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| would not have: ſtained the clemenop-ofthis.reighy © 

if che diſſenters had not been ſo forwardanpromot- * _ 

ing political feuds *, - We are now ariveatatia -- 

nod of dur hiſtory favourable to genius ad te- 

rary merit. The progreſs. of reaſon; and a Merl! 

the human mind from the ſhackles of Romi ſu- 

| perſtition, but rendered a relapſe into popery mivcally 8 

impoſſtble. From the influence of that unhjjͤ˖ 

* liberty which each individual now claimedof ſpeak- 

ing and writing on theological ſubjecte, it was na- 

tural to expect an increaſe of ſectaries 3 am! accord- 

ingly we find the moſt abſurd. and ridiculous opi- 

bo broached among the people, whilſt enthuſi- 

W ene eee e ent 

apa hes of puns is Wot wrt 18 5 
From the whimſical attacks of impaaſture' and WIE. 

fanaticiſm the church felt little announce but a 

e e een 4 i} xc 


Ma there were feel e e 1 
reign; to zeftore the pretender to the crown, cannot be aii 
bet that the queen, or the Tory party; were the Inſtruments Ee, 
ſack a deſign, does not at "all appear hy their Soudödk If I?: [ 
certain chat the queen had ſome ;Jacobites; about, ber, who. - 1 
cretly wiſhed for ſuck a revolition: but chat the Tories could | 


be brought to engage in, or even to favour, ſo abſurd a mea- | if : 
ſare, there is not the leaſt foundation to ſuppoſe. Party writers [4.58 
„ and de · Ft 1 1 
kgnedly overlooked the ſpirited of the Tories to reſcue oat) \ iy 
hr» wen fſlavery:which held ber. 3 


They ſhould have reflected that the Jacobite" party would not 
6 
6 e 

| ' ology, 


U 


„ Hirose Mzzorns my 


=. ology,” began now. to ww the credix of cl. 
FR The > | 


malignant hypotheſes of Hutcheſon and Collins, f 


Tindal and of Chubb, were received in this era 


of free · thinking with wonderful applauſe ; their 


diſciples were numerous, and the intoxicating fumes | 
of fb enquiry ſhook the conviction. of the unſta- 
dle flackened de a&iviry of the orthodox, and E. 
n many from the ſimplicity of the goſpel. 


The cube church icker bad few or no * 


Cdn x cer, erage i: its 


tranquillity was wounded; andithe eraledarcies of is. 


infidels and fanatics obtruded on its members. For 


with the liberty of religious worſhip, the | licens | 


is — 


biouſneſs of enthuſiaſm and infidelity encieaſed; and 


_ © ſuch was the inſolente and effrontery of the ſe 
ol theſe days, that the good ſenſe of the nation was 

_ offended by their bold attacks on the 
God, the credibility of the goſpel, and the di 


al the Chriltian er whilſt the moſt reſpetable 
members of the church were inſulted by the pro- 
ane wit and blaſphemous ridicule: of deifts: and | 
OO een en ; 


een "Ba 45 91 if / 
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points at this time, that the effuſions of impiety and extravk- 


of a 


creedily fought after and read than the taanly. produRions of un 
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greſs of the proteſtant faith to the improvemients.in "+2" 
ſcience and philoſophy, yet we cannot forget, that £8 
with the cultivation of the human powers the fub- . 
| tilties, of dialectics, and the miſchievous refinemeits | | 
of metaphyſical argument were introduced. No 
period had been ſo favourable as the preſent to lite 
rary merit; and genius, although not much cncou- 8 
raged by the great, flouriſhed under the culture of 
_ a liberal public; for, as a philoſophical ſpirit of free | 
enquiry had diffuſed itſelf amongſt the people, me- : 
taphyſical reaſonings, however precarious and un- 
2 „ obtained an inauſpicious homage : 
and it was, no doubt, in reference to ddis ſpeculs- 
tive knowledge, that an acute defender of the Diſ- 
Cern led to think, That improvements in 
de philoſophy have made many ſceptics in all 
ee churches, mee S 

The aſcendency which this ſpirit of free enquiry 
gbd oper the mitts bf meg, an we 
tion which philoſophy had now attained by the diſ- 4 
coveries of exalted genius and ſuperior talents, con- 
tributed in no ſmall degree to the culture of ſophiſtry 


and ſcepticiſm. True philoſophy; indeed, like pure 1 
Dp OR EN ETD ON 7 1 


Dr 
» 


1 
of Taland, Mandeville, Wollen, ge. were fo coveted, that 4 
ſome of theſe, needy ſceptics gleaned a comfortable ſubſiſtence ure. 
from the corruptions of the age, and their bookſellers, notwith- = NI 
ſanding ſome expenſive law-ſuiti, which theſe produRtions. had 12 
r 
| bea or cu. J N 
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enquiries of real gadus; bud under thi name ef R- 
ence, falſely fo called, a profuſion of wild chimiras 
and ſpecious ſyſtems were now obtruded on the 
public, and their reception was favourable, becauſe 
they were adorned with all the elegance' of fancy. 
The powers and genius of thoſe real philoſophers, 
Bacon, Newton, and Boyle, were not only exerted. 
in the inveſtigations of experimental and natural 
knowledge, but were dire&ed to the evidences and 
confirmation of the great truths of Chriſtianity®; 
whilſt ſome overweening ſophiſts, affirming the dig- 
nity of philoſophy and a reſemblance of theſe.real 
ſages, pointed their feeble ſcience at the credit of 
| revelation. The ſubtilties of metaphyſics were at 


this time miſtaken for the depth of real wiſdom, 


claimed this great man as their own. Whiſton repreſented him 
as an Arian, and has candour enough to tell us, in the Memoirs of 
his own life, that Sir Iſaac Newton was fo much offended with 
him for this; that he would never ſuffer him to enter as a member 
of the Royal Society, while he ſat at the head of it. Dr. Prieſtley; 
in his turn, claims him as a Socinian. The fact is, this gol 
man juſtly abhorred the perſecution of the Non-conformiſts ; and 
this was not inconſiſtent with his being firmly attached to the 
Church of England. He judged of men by their.maners; and 
the true ſchiſmatics were, in his opinion, the vicious and the 
wicked; not that he confined his principles to natural religion, 
for he was thoroughly perfuaded of the truths of revelation ; and, 
amidſt the great variety of books which he had conſtantly before 
him, that which he ſtudied with the greateſt application was the 
Bible. See Biog. Dict. article Newton; Ta aa, 
Free n. «lg of 3". ) 
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| therſtives eaſy vaſſals to imaginative ſcience. The 


philoſophical improvements of thoſe great men 
threw a ſplendour over true religion, and the evan- 


7 exertions : but the ſubtil refinements of Bo- 
lingbtoke ', and zhe civil, ſocial, and theiftic' Mm, 
which Shafteſbury F had derived from the antient 


moraliſts, were ſet up in oppoſition to the goſpel of 


Chriſt ; and the fine wit and elegant humour with 
which theſe viſionaries had decked out their ſcepti- 
ciſm, was ſo well ſeaſoned to the artificial taſte and 
flimſy principles of the times, as to charm their nu- 


merous and deluded followers. Deiſm having thus 


aſſumed the title of philoſophy, infidelity triumphed 
at the expence of reaſon and demonſtration. 

I have been induced to take this ſhort view of the 
tate of ſcience and philoſophy at the beginning of 


ie, in order to bring forward a deſcription 


ruhe Eflays on Philoſophy and Religion, which Lord Bo- I 


lingbroke addreſſed to Pope, contained ſo many offenſive things 


againſt. revelation, that they occaſioned a preſentment of hid | 


works by the Grand Jury of Weſtminſter. 
+ The Letters and Characteriſtics of Lord Shafteſbury are full 


of his viſionary ſchenie of idolizing moral virtue, at the expence 


of revelation. Every page 'ſhews him a zealous aſſerter of the 


civil, ſocial, and theiftic rm; and his philoſophy was made up 
of two principles, viz. That there is 2 Providence which admi- 
niſters and conſults for the whole, to the abſolute excluſion” of 
general evil and diſorder; and, That man is made by that Provi- 
dence a political or ſocial animal, whoſe conftitution-'tan only 
find its true and natural end in the purſuit and exerciſe of the 
moral and ſocial virtues. See Biog. Dit. article Cooper. 
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ical trurhs were illuſtrated and confirmed by their wg” 
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of Diſſenters, whoſe political conduct bas not been 
hitherto under conſideration; my remarks having 
been in general confined to thoſe non- conformiſta, 
the Preſbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, and 
Quakers, Who, ſince the reformation, have made ſo 
conſpicuous a figure in the popular commotions of 
this country. The Unitarian fyſtem having been 
little known in England until the middle of the laſt 
century, could not be conſidered as an object of po- 
litical inveſtigation ; for, as theſe religioniſts made 
no figure in the community, but were diſperſed 


amongſt that great variety of ſects that ſprung up 


after the reformation, their theological tenets, -or 
ſocial conduct, had not excited much attention.— 
It is not my deſign, neither would it be conſiſtent 
with my plan, to examine the doctrines of Unita- 
rianiſm, or to diſcuſs the merits of that faith, which 
would annihilate the deareſt intereſts of Chriſ- 
tianity . I leave it to abler pens, and firmer nerves, 
to embark on this antipacific ocean of theological 
' controverſy ; my buſineſs is with the Unitarian, as 
a ſubject and ſellow- citizen, although not of the 


- « Socinianiſm cuts to the very root of all that is diſtinguiſh- 
ing inthe goſpel. It deftroys the neceſſity, and even the im- 
« portance of a miraculous interpofition, and gives the infidel 
« too great reaſon to exclaim, that all that was extraordinary 
« was ſuperfluous ; and that the apparatus was too expenſive and 
too ſplendid for the purpoſes to which it was applied. Thi: 
rg nc IP Ef lr that ſpecies of Chrif. _ 
« tianity, u ſome, under the pretence of refining it from 

« corruption, would reduce to the level of natural religion.” 
' White's Sermovs at the Bampton Lecture, notes, p. 68. 


'  bouſehold 


42 — 


proſelytiſm, two evils equally offenſive to civil go 


and their ſufferings. * As Chfiſtians, we think it our duty to \N 
- hazard every thing, rather than neglect to take any meaſures is Y.3 
| « our power to propagate truth,” See Dr, Pricftley's Letter to 


ns rere DrozzirvrOn, 5 37 RS 
Joujebold of faith and 1 ſhall conſider his conduct, 
whether Arian or Socinian, as a member of that = 
ciety, which affords a liberal conmance ät, but no 7 
legal toleration of, his creed ®. n 
To the ſpirit of faction, and an ardent zeal for 


vernment, we are indebted for the riſe and progteſs 
of this ſpiritual contagion, Driven from a coun- 
try, which had afforded them countenance and pro- 


tection, by an offence againſt the civil and eccleſi- , 


aſtical eſtabliſhments + of-it, the diſciples of Socinus i 


directed their emiſſaries to ſearch out 2 refting- 


place. England, that land of religious liberty, 
that hot-bed of ſectaries, was open to the wretched 
exiles, and here they found a refuge from thoſe conti- 
neee winch City wen eee 


© The Socinians are not included in the AR of Toletationz 
and by the geh and toth of William III. they are expoſed to 
ſundry diſabilities, Likewiſe by the 13th Eliz. e. 19. "EP 
29th Ch. II. c. 9. Wa 
+ Amongft other aQs of violence which their zeal has tempted FE 
them to commit, was that famous tumult at Racow, in Poland, - 
Their rage for reformation was vented againſt an unfortunate cru 


| cb, which hl exc er region eee, and which they 


ſo belaboured with flicks and ftones, that they at laſt triumphed | -— /_ | 
in itz overthrow. The matter, however, did not end here, hn 
reformers attrafted the notice of the civil magiſtrate, and they | 14 
were baniſhed Poland with the ignominy in 1638, for this | | 
breach of the peace ; but they have gloried in their zeal 


Mir. Pitt, p. 24-1787, | | 
9.9 | gathered 


= 
l 
9 
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round” them . The emiſſiries then of _ 
this community are firſt diſcovered in this country 5 
towards the middle of the ſeventeenth century, in the 


courſe of which they gained many proſelytes, ſome 
Foe ann (ena WEE nor 
1 
0 „„ ˙·» Inmate 
Socinus, was an incoherent ill-digeſted ſyſtem z but the conſum- 
mate abilities of this enterpriſing man diſguiſed, in great mea- 
ſure, its former monſtrous abſurdities, and gave it an air of me- 
thod and connexion. Hence, according to Dr. Moſheim, the 
modern Unitarians are very properly called Socinians. The term 
- Unitarian, indeed, is very comprehenſive, and is not only applied 
to the Arians and Socinians, but to all thoſe who rejeR the doctrine 
of the Trinity, upon which the Church of England is eſtabliſhed. 
Notwithſtanding the addreſs and dexterity of this able reformer, 
he could not preſerve his community from inteſtine diviſions, 
One more zealous than prudent, by his ardour and obftinacy in 
oppoſing the divine worſhip of Chriſt, brought upon himſelf the 
vengeance of the civil authority; and it was in vnin that Socinus 
attempted to ſoften down the error of Francis Davides, whoſe 
offenſive tenets were the occaſion of his being thrown into pri- 
ſon, where he periſhed in 1579. Several others were baniſhed 
the ſocicty, and ſuffered bitterly in the countries to which they had 
fled; but amongſt them all, the capital errors of Budnæus gave 
moſt uncafineſs to Socinus ; and it called forth all his abilities to 
colour over the daring hereſy of this man, who poſitively af. 
ſerted, « That Chriſt was not begotten by any extraordinary a& 
« of divine power, but that he was born like other men, and 
« mogul We her. wow.” Hence he cafily drew this de- 
duction, That to pay religious worſhip of any kind to Jeſus 
« Chriſt was idolatry.” This hypotheſis, however conforma- 
TP. to the fundamental principles of Socinianiſm, was at this 
looked as impious and intolerable ; and he was in- 
koced s to abandon theſe offenſive ſentiments, and was 
again 


* 
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is tius to be wondered at, For it is remarkable, 


tc that the Socinians, in propagating their religious 
„ etnies; n 

« method from that which has been obſerved by 
4 other ſefts. It has been the general practice af 
&* ſectaries and innovators to endeavour to render 


«themſelves popular, and to begin by gaining the | 


„ multitude to their fide ; but the diſciples of So- 
* cinus, who are perpetually exalting the dignity, . 
1 and authority of reaſon; have this 


peculiarity in their manner of proceeding, that 
hey art at very lirde pains to court the favour 


r 
icated. How far theſe opinions are held by modern 
may be beft gathered from the tenets of their intrepid 
champion: - If, Sir, you ſuppoſe that all the clergy of the 
« Church of England really believe that Jeſus Chriſt is a proper 
Deere to be adjured by bis haly 
« Nativity, &c. with many other doQrines equally abhorrent to 


« reaſon, you are greatly miſtaken,” See letter to the Right | | 
Hon. William Pitt, p. 31.—“ I am endeavouring by all the | || 
thinking 


« means in my power, to rouſe the attention of 
men in this country to the corrupt ſtate of religion that is eſta- 


. « bliſhed in it; and eſpecially to convince them of this miſ-' 


« chievous tendency of worſhipping Chrift as God.” Letters to 
Dr. Horſley, part 3d.— This ſeems to be the Budnzan doctrine 
in perfection, and is enough to raiſe the ſpirit of the genelex Soci- 
nus. Whether an expoſtulation would prevail with his diſciple iple to 
change his principles, or to thoſe tenets, which are nai · 


ther to be found in the Creed of F nor the Catechiſm of 


Cracow, may beſt he collected from the words of his -zealvus 
votary : „This is more than I would chuſe to ſay of my own 
„opinions. I may ſee reaſon to change them to-morrow.” 
Importance of Free Enquiry, notes, p. 109-1785. 
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«. of che people, or to make proſelytes 6 8 
% cauſe among thoſe who are not diſtinguiſhed 
from the multitude by their rank or their abili- 
« ties. It is only among the learned and the great 
— diſciples and patrons with 
« zealous aſſiduity .. 

Agreeable to theſe principles; they inſtructed 
their diſciples, in their famous academy at Racow, 
in the rules of eloquence and rhetoric, and paid great 
attention to the ſubtilties of philoſophy and logic; by 
which means they invited the notice of men of birth 
and diſtinction, who, in this dawn of ſcience, were fond 

of patronizing perſons of education and talents, and 
who inſenſibly became members of their commu- 
nity. The like cauſes produced the like effects in 
this our, country. When ſpeculative philoſophy had 
ſpread its influence amongſt us, and when we had 
ſet up the Jamp of reaſon, as the only infallible guide 
to truth, the Unitarian principles could not fail of 
a favourable reception. The ſeaſon I have pointed 
eee. N 


Chriſtianity had, at the period under contempla- 2 


cn many enemies to contend with ; tion 


had been overrun with ſcepticiſm and infldelity, add 

every ſenſe of religion ſeemed to be extinguiſhed in 
| the minds of men. Atheiſm, indeed, began to 
droop, for the daring. impieties of Hobbes and 
Spinoza had excited general diſguſt, and the public 
willing * a refutation of the abſurd denial 


oy Moſheim's ecke. Hitt, by Maclane vol. v. . 8. 
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J the exiſtence and moral government of an all-pow- 


erful Being, even from the hands of Deiſm itſelf; 


Sich. /crupled onl at the divine origin of the gupel, 
but promoted a religion which was to be amenable 
10 the diftates of natural reaſon. Here was ample 
room for the Unitarian miffionary ; his fundamen- 
' tal maxim, © Thar all things that ſurpaſs the limit 


of human comprehenſion, ſhould be entirely ba- 
r niſhed from the Chri 
of accommodating this philoſophic age. The harveſt 


wal 

| was thruſt in with no little ſucceſ . To 

ſtop the progreſs of. infidelity, the legiſlature inter- 

and the gch f and 19th ſtatutes of William 
B We 


rig and monly. by 1550 


1 © The reader who would with to ſee an account of the Uni- 
tarian church, may conſult a candid and liberal publication of 
Mr. Lindſey, entitled, - An Hiſtorical View'of the State of h 


. and Worſhip, from the Reformation t9'our & 


% own Times.” 1783. 

+ [t is worthy notice, that this iature ſeems w be pointed t 
thoſe who have apoſtatined from Chriſtianity : * If any perſon, | 
* having been educated in, or at any time hiving made profeſſion 
* of the Chriſtian religion within” this realm, fall, by writing, 
« printing, &c. deny any one of the | n 
« nity to be God, &c. or ſhall y the Chriſtian religion to be 
true, or the ſcriptures to be 
| ic e 16 bers peentiar reli thoſe who, having embraced 


Socinianiſm, by a very natural tranſition paſſed' into Deiſtn, and 


ended in downright Atheiſm. . Such was the caſe of the unſettled 


Tolnds his firſt e which appeared in his 


bool. 


i 
„ — - 


religion,” could not fail 
plenteous, the reapers were at hand, and 


authority, &c.” "And 


| 
| 
| 


5 


dertaking, which was, © to, contraſt the late friend- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| \ 
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_ Heving chus brought forward the Unitarian to 
1 him for a while, blend- 
ed in the common. maſs of Proteſtant Diſſentors, 
and reſume my ſubject. Perhaps I may have ins 


curred ſome eenfure gfor this digreſſion, and been 


thought, to have wandered from my original un- 


« jy profeſſions of the Diſſenters with their former 
political conduct. This cenſure might be ap- 
plicable to a leſs deſultory publication; in the pre- 
fac caſe 1 clam ipcnlgence under the fn of 
3 celebrated critic. © Memoirs denote a compo- 


e ſition, in which an author does not pretend de 


. give full information of all the facts reſpecting 


« the period of which he writes, but only to relate 


« what he himſelf had acceſs to know, or what he 
« was concerned in, or what illuſtrates the conduct 


book, entitled, « Chriſtianity not webs” and from, hence 
he proceeded gradually, rough thy medings: thetla, to the 


furnmit of infidelity. | 

It 3s this famous ſtatute that is the bugbear of Dr. Prieſtley: 
« Repeal the act of king William, which makes it blaſphemy 
« to impugn the doctrine of the Trinity. I think i oxy dg to 
attempt the utter overthrow of this doctrine. Letter to Pitt. 
p. 24-—But let him calm his fears, if be really has any, and let 
him reſt quiet, as a ſocial being, as a citizen, and ſubje&; and, 


I dare pledge myſelf, that he will not be dignified by perſecu- 
tion or martyrdom. Church of England men are of the ſame 


metal with the Athenians of old, who condemned Socrates, not 
for ſaying, © There is but one God,” but for his imprudently ex- 


citing a ſedition in order to overthrow the eſtabliſhed worſhip 


of his country. See Voltaire's Letters concerning the Engliſh 
* ü «.gf 
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« of ſome perſon, 
* trünſaction, which he chuſes for his ſubje&. 
* From a writer of Memoirs, therefore, is_nge er 

the ſame profound reſearch, or enlarged 


formation, as from a writer of Hiſtory. | He is: 


d s 6 the Ge ly of e he 
. nity and gravity. He may talk freely, of him. 
« ſelf: ed is he nl ew 
« dow.” 8 


r n e 
viouſly eſtabliſhed the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in 'the 
houſe of Hanover, George I. found an eaſy and 
peaceable acceſſion to the throne f. The Proteſt- 
ant Diſſenters having felt the benefits of Toleration, 
and ſenſible of the bleſſings of a mild adminiſtra- 
tion, dreaded, in common with their fellow-ſub- 
jects, an interference of papal policy, and re-intro- 

oC Blair's LeSures on Rhetorke, We. vol. M. . 5a Bay. 


+ In 1714-—The Difleters ar ond of chaging the clergy | 


of the EftabFſhment with diſaffection to the Proteſtant ſucceſ- 
fion in the houſe of Brunſwick. When the convention of eſ- 
tates, at the revolution, declared the throne to be vacant, and 
that the next Proteſtant heirs of the blood royal of Charles I, 
ſhould fill the vacant throne, in the old order of ſueceſſion, it 
has never been denied that many of the clergy, together with a 
t number of the people, from a regard to the antient line, 
ed with coolneſs on the tem exception, or preference 
to the perſon of king William ; and this unlucky pre- 
judice was kept alive in the ſucceeding reigns by the contend-+ 
ing intereſts of two powerful faction, to che great reputation, 
Ener 7— .. yo 

1 duction 


AS 24 1b, ; 
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doction of arbitrary government. "A" 

2 critical juncture , when the tranquillity of the 
kingdom was interrupted by the hoſtile attempts of 
the pretender, their gratitude united with their ſelf. 
intereſt in oppoſing the common enemy; and their 
allegiance was not long after rewarded by the re- 
moval of thoſe reſtrictions which their political in. 
ee ne 
reign f. 

The reins of government devolyed on George 
II. at a period equally propitious to the monarch 
and the ſubje&t . The odious jealouſies which 
had ſubſiſted in the former reigns began to. ſubſide, 
and commerce, the idol of the 1 the nation, flowed na- 
| | __ turally 
| 5 | 

+ The Occaonal conformity and Schi A. were repealed 
in 1718. 5 

t In 1727. When the death. of George the firſt was made 
known, a council was aſſembled at Leiceſter-houſe, where his ma- 
jeſty made a declaration, in which was the following expreſſion ; 
i The religion, laws, and liberties of the kingdom are moſt dear 
« to me: and the preſervation of the conſtitution in church and 
« ftate, as it is now happily eftabliſped, ſhall be my firſt and al- 
« ways my chief care.” 

14 has been often aſſerted by the advocates of the Diſſenters, 
tat the princes of the houſe of Hanover have been always zea- 
tous for the repeal of the Teſts, The ſagacious author of the 
Confeſſional roundly affirms, that the « attempts which were 
made in the reigns of George I. and George II. to repeal the 
« Tots, did not miſcarry for want of the hearty concurrence of the 
« prince? on ybe throne.” Pref. to the Confeſſional, p. 50—And 
the ingenious Aſſerter of the Rights of the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
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 -turally through all her channels. Civil liberty, ang - © 
pay Oo i ST Ty 


| ſtood, and national proſperity promiſed a, laſting 


duration. The declaration to maintain the conſti- 


|  ſubjefts_in his favour, and was a pledge of his future . 


intentions to protect the eſtabliſhment, and to ſe- 
cure the ſubject in the exerciſe of his civil and re- 
ligious freedom. The political ferments that aſter- 
wards diſturbed this reign were not a little increaſed 


by che iregular conduct and unerpected claims of 


” Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


tual concerns, making no attempts to overleap thoſe 
"barriers, or to demoliſh thoſe fences, which the 


wiſdom and policy of their forefathers had peace- 
ably acquieſced in. Some malcontents, in a popu- 27S 
lous commercial town, firſt diſcovered the .imper- | 
feftion of the ſtate machine, and, zealous, no doubt, 


 infinnates, that the- privare ſentiments of Sir Robert Walpole, 


though he oppoſed the motion for the repeal, which was brought 
into the houſe by Mr. Walter Plummer, in 1736, were favoura- 
| ble to the application. The direct contrary of this is the fact: 
sir Robert Walpole, together with that moſt independent of men, 
Mr. Shippen, oppoſed the motion ſtrenuouſſy, upon theſe very 


| grounds: That a repeal of thoſe clauſes in the Tet Act, which 


« require thoſe who are admitted into offices to take the Sacra- 
„ ment, would be extremely _— x 
EO A ET NED 


| We have foen them grateful for the blelſings of 
a free Toleration, and, mindful only of their ſpiri- * 


— 


It 
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for the /elus reipublits, and rhe righrs of thity falloiv-= 
itizens, undertook to infuſe new health and new 
vigour into the diſeaſed conſtitution ® ; or, 


« Bluſking that the world went well, had rather, 
Though they themſelves did ſuffer by it, beheld 
Diſſentious numbers peſt ring ſtrects, than ee 
« Their tradeſmen ſinging in their ſhops, and going 
About their functions friendly.” Con lor Anu. 


The object of theſe ſtate phyſicians was to re- 
move the facramental teſts; and they drew this 


9 5555 the Diſſenters of Liverpool determined to ap- 
& ply. to the legiſlature for relief. That they might have the 
& greater chance of ſucceſs, they propoſed a general application 
« of the Diſſenters when the parliament fold br drawing to a 
« cloſe; and hoped that, to ſecure their influence at the apptoach- 
« ing general election, the miniſter might be induced to hazard 
« ſomething in their favour.— In many counties afid towns they 
entered into engagements mutually to ſupport, as candidates, 


« the friends of civil and religions liberty, and hi houſe of Han- FS 


« ger. See Rights of Prot. Diff. aſſerted, p. 28. 
- About this time the Diſſenters in Ireland attempted to obtain 
a repeal of the Teſt Act. Theſe men often affected to call them. 
ſelves brother Proteſtants and fellow Chriſtians with the mem- 
bers of the eſtabliſhed church. Upon this occaſion Dean Swift 
wrote a ſhort copy of verſes, which ſo provoked one Betteſ- 
worth, a lawyer, and member of the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, that he 
fore, in the hearing of many perſons, to revenge himſelf either 
by murdering or maiming the Dean. And for this purpoſe he 
engaged ſome ruffians to aſſuult him, wherever they could find 
him. This lawleſs attempt rouſed the nobility and gentry of 
the liberty of St. Patrick's, who, in a body, waited on- the Dean, 
and preſented a paper ſubſcribed with their names, in which 
they ſolemnly engaged to defend his perſon and fortune, as the 
friend and benefactor of his country, againſt the inſults of this 
furious Diſſenter. See Biog. DiR. article Swift, 
* | h patriotic 


- 
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patriotic inference, which their deſcendants pro- 
will never forger, that when the obnoxious 
davfes in the Teſt AR were done away, their 17 
treſſed country, would be no longer = rel 
their political abihiries. To aid 

_ feformation, the Quaker caught the ſpirit of — 
tion, and joining the patriots, preferred, about the 


fame time, his humble peticion for a relief from : 
che payment of tyres, church rates, and all aber 


ecclefiaſtical dues d. 
The ferment which theſe unconſtitutional claims t 


had com greatly diſconcerted the reigning 
prince, 


a en ng ee, 


motion for a repeal of the Teſt Act till 1736, when it was loft 


by a majority of 251 againft 123. Another effort was made in 
1739, but this was quaſhed by a ſtill greater proportionate ma- 
jority, viz. 188 to 89. The Quakers met with better ſucces; the 
bill that was brought in for their relief, after much altercation 
paſſed the Commons, but was thrown out by the Lords; however, | 

Doch parties join'd to do their beſt, 

To damn the public intereſt; 

To try at both ends of the ſaw; 

p ul tear down goverament and law.” | 
N  Hvp1s. Cant. 3. 


The efablitied charch was as this dss greatly Eis 


the ſervices of Dr. Gibſon, biſhop of London, who, by umely 
apprizing the clergy of the bold ſcheme of the Quakers, to de- 


prive them of their legal maintenance by tithes, and by anima- | 
ting his brethren'on the bench to concur with him, averted a 


ſerious blow, that was aimed at religion, and the rights and 
properties of the clergy. | 


- + I maintain Hat their claims/ ard ancenfitartonal, however 


the Urm may be combated by . If the anceſtors of the 
Diſſenter: 


— — — 
* N 
- 


1 
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prince, who, about, this time, intending to viſe his. 
German dominions, and dreading the co 
of ſuch internal conteſts, cloſed the ſeſſion of 1736 
* this paternal admonition. * He 
« great concern at ſeeing fuch ſeeds of di | 
« ſown among his people: He declared it was his 
< defire, and ſhould ever be his care, to preſerve - 
the preſent conſtitution in church and ſtate as 
& by law eſtabliſhed: and recommended a ſpirit 
« of harmony and concord among all the Proteſ- 
© tants of the nation, as the chief ſupport of the happy 
*  Eftabliſhment.” | 
I forbear commenting on this authentic Joo: "I 
ment, and ſhall only remark that it completely re- 
futes thoſe aſſertions of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
* That their principles have been uniformly friend - 
c ly to the Eſtabliſhment,” Had they been ſo 
even at this period, they would not have received 
this ſort of counſel from a prince, the avowed friend 
to religious: toleration. A compleat defeat which 
the cauſe of the Proteſtant Diſſenters ſuſtained in a 
ſecond effort to obtain their unconſtitutional de- 
: mands, in 1739, filenced their clamours, and we 
hear little or nothing of i imaginary ng ot 
the remainder of this reign. | 4 


Dillenters did aft in the icontrivance Y et my that 
ſcheme of government, generally underſtood by the Britiſh Con- 
| Kitution, and helped to eſtabliſh or confirm certain Teſts, as 
neceſſary to the preſervation of it, (a circumſtance eaſily proved) 
every attempt to overthow thoſe eſſential principles, on Which 
uch ſettlement is founded, may fairly be deemed unconftita- : 


tional, 
Having | 


1 
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tant Diſſenters, which relate to their ſuppoſed at- 


tachment to the Eſtabliſhment of this country, 


down, mu our own.Ymes, 1 Wel make . men, 


tary pauſe, in order to appriſe my reader, that 1 
have not ſelected theſe hiſtorical remarks, with, a 
view to cloud his | or to inflame his re- 
ſentments 
averſe as any man, from drawing unfavourable 
mee, from the 


much much ef 
But wh 


912 


the ſuſpicions of their adverſaries. 
J ſee their Reſolutions, their Pamphlets, 
ular declamations ſwelled out with oftenta- 


n conſiders no man's opinion to be 
« injurious, until ſuch, opinion be brought into 


. aftion;" and am inſtructed by their literary | 
champion t. 5 to judge of principles, as our Sa- 
nur teaches us to judge of men, by their de 


« tions,” however unwilling I may be to recur to 


periods, when. 4 narrow... and , contrafted policy 


governed the actions of mankind, yet, when I ſee 
the whole collected body 
oe Oe I 


conſtitution, under the 
cal merit, it becomes, in 


. - v. $&* mo * 


K. , ng pu wy 


* 


againſt the Diſſenters as ſuch. I am as 


gr even the actions F a ſem of that party, 


of the Diſſenters preſſing 
Teſts of the 
pretext of politi- 
ice to their own poli». 
Ses Mr. r . 8 


rences to former loyalty and attachment; | 
when 1 am told by their celebrated + orator *, 
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tion, and in compliance wich their own doctrine, 43 
neceſſary although an invidious taſk, to appeal to 
the page of hiſtory for an eſtimate of | 
Principles. In the proſecution of this enquiry, it 
will appear to the impartial reader, that my fats 
are, for the molt part, collected from authors the 
declared friends to toleration; and the reſult of 
the argument is, that the merit ſo arrogatitly 
affumed, is to be reſolved into a- ſelf-intereſted 
principle, a ſelf-intereſt in maintaining a "govern: 
ment, which extends to all its fabjetts equal ſecu- 
Civil government is an inſtitution in which we | 
are all confederated for mutual ſafety and defence: 
and the intereſts of the community indifpenſably 
require the ative exertions of every i 
however differing in religious ſentiments, when 
the general ſafety is at ſtake. But, as the religious 
intereſts of the Proteſtant 'Difſenters are inter- 
woven with the eſtabliſhment. of the Church o 
their indifference at the time when the 
latter was threatened with the hoffilities of a foreign 
enemy, and with the revival of papal intolerance, 
would have hazarded their own cauſe; and their 


now: Aurora N crime df 


ate men will een 


this ophiſtry, A b U th ANA 
a ſelſ· intereſted attachment has been the chief 


A 
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N country; a period 
that' poſterity will envy” us the cnjoytticiit aß and 
wich the children that are) will conteni- 
plate with fond veneration and regard. Our beloved? 
monarch George III. aſcended the throne, arradſt 
the atdlamations of a profperons ind Happy pe- 
ple the early ſpecimen ® which he gave of his fert. 
ous determination to and virtue, 
and to preſerve and ſtrengthen the conſtitution 
both in church and ſtate f. Promiſsd an dogmenta- 


this illuſtrious reign: Acts of indemiity and indul- 
gence to the Diſſenters followed theſe favourable ap- 
pearances, and we find them at this time truly ſen- 
em fr ering 07 0mm et * 


eee, — 
virtue. Mued in ty. 
+ Addreſs 2 . 


1 The, Diflenters,. ja Spee re of the fe of thaie 
wiſhes, affect to ſeop ies of my 
erm Fans a By, rw" remittances, their cla- 


mours would be loader, and degree of reaſon; 
Nam the tranquillity 
they enjoyed at this period to political inflaence, bat to an un- 
natural ſenſation: Our gracious monarch George III. aſcended 
che throne in 1760, and from that time az zzaccountable torper 
« bas ſeized the Diſenters.” * Diſſentere aſ. 


ſerted, ſeR. 7. | 
ES - The 


* 
Ne 


3 
* wo _-% 
TS 


| 42 Hiznonagar d Mamorns or. 
3 The ſtrange attempt that had been made in the. * x 
preceding reign, to obtain 3 repeal of the Ten. | 


 evinced'the neceſſity of preſerving certain Teſts, as 
bulwarks of the conſtitution, that the opinions of 
men were well made up upon the ſubjef;. and the 
determined reſolution of adminiſtration, to defend 
the Eſtabliſhment,.upon., this principle, . rogether 
with the decided majorities in the legiſlature againſt 
theſe unconſtitutional demands, warranted an S 
eee ee 
long at leaſt as the memory of the * 
ſnould remain. Accordingly we find half a Cen- 
i lapſe "in; ee 
privilege. | 
A dread of the faral conſequences of inteſtine 
feuds, and a juſt abhorrence of perſecution for,con- | 
ſcience ſake, contributed, with the encreaſing ſpirit al 
of Toleration, to ſuppreſs former anĩmoſities and 
diſaffection. The old narrowneſs of ſuperſtitious” _ 
policy, had'fhrunk before the milder influence of 
lenity, and mutual forbearance: and churchmen 
now freely acknowledged, chat the tehets of Chriſ- - 
tianity, and the doctrines of their own Eſtabliſh- 
ment, contained the ſtrongeſt arguments for tole- 
ration; that humanity and benevolence, ſo forcibly. | 
enjoined by each, could not conſiſt with an arbiĩ- 
eee | 


* and , 
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an a hat he lt e and a man man's 
FFF 5 
In times ſo favourable to religious liberty, it was 
| natural for Diflenters to.preſs forward for the full- 
BEANS and the removal of all reſtric- LS 
- for, and obtaining an extenſion of pri= 
F | 
In 1777 certain difabiliries, upder which the miniſ- * 
ters of the Proteſtant Difſenters lzboured, were re- 
moved, and ſo ſenſible were they of the favour and 
pr Au A this inſtance, that a leading 
N reſpectable character ee them 


BY W "Fox's 
n Pitt with great ſucceſs preſſed 
this argument on the houſe, contending, *. that, as the Proteſ- 
« tant Difſenters had, at the time this relief was granted to 
them, declared in the-moſt public manner, that they had no- 


E baldeny aut wear pen | þ | 


eee 
« what would in fac content them. Net this fair reaſoning | 
was partied wich fingular addreſs by Mr, Beanfoy f he allowed 
that at the time alluded to, the Diſſenters were ſatisfied, and 
expreſſed themſelves ſo; but then, as thoſe indulgences affected 
them as miniffers, they were not precluded coming forward in 
the preſent inſtance as mex / Such qquivocation is neither can- 
did, nor indeed politic. re have already 
urged the juſtice of their being mw EY 
in order to transfer them to their own miniſtry, it is reaſonable 
| e ap. from this inflance of mental reſervation, thas they will | 
in time come forward for a legal eſta] 
e furl eva u. . 
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declared, * That they had now no addiriqnal glaims | 
to urge, and that their toleration was complete ?. ; 
The approved clemency of the manarch, and the 
mildneſs of an enlightened age, encouraged an- 
och; e of Diſſenters, equally well affected 
to the civil conſtitution of this country, to ſolicit a 
remiſſion of theit grievances, and an abatement o 
real perſecution; and ſuch was the ſucceſs of the 
modeſt and reaſonable petition of the Roman Ca-" 
tholics, that in 1778 they obtained, without oppo- | 
ſition, a repeal of the 11th and 12th of William | 
III. which, however neceſſary at the time of en- 
acting, were now underſtood to be a diſgrace to che 
ſtatute book, and an offence to the feelings of a po- 
hiſhed-nation f. ; 
Ira rb 


ee eee eee 
Proteſtant. Diſſenters was but ill requited by one of their re- 
verend body. A celebrated Unitarian, of revolution prin- 
ciples, added not a little to the calamities that diſtracted the 
kingdom about this time; his numerous inflammatory publica - 
tions fomented the Ameritan revolt, and contributed in no ſmall © 
degree to the diſmemberment of the empire. Whatever unſure- 
| ſeen advantages che nation may have received from this revo- 
' lution; and they are not à few, the houſe of Brunſwick will 
= nnr bot... 
| Nr e e 
\+ The penalties ,, 
_ puniſhment of Popiſh biſhops and prieſts for [officiating in the 
ſervice of their church: the impriſoning Papiſts. who kept 
1 Hor emaareetnyn nw 
Papiſts to inherit lands,  * 
The Roman Catholics are adh under grear diſabilities and 
. IILl 


jultigry and ſounded in policy, produced an occur- 


rence unexpected as it was atrocious. The 
ourrages. committed in 1780, by bands of deſperage.. 
nud aligning mens. wo one ONS: . | 


2 "They are prohibited probibited from reackiag ſchbols ain 
by the ordinary, FE ts Ul ei 
fo." If they ſay maſy the fine is 200 marks, if they hear it. 
100 marks, and each ſuffers one year's impriſoament. They can 
hold np office por employment. They muſt not keep 
nor come within ten miles of London, on pain of 100 

They <ah\bring no gion at law, nor ſuit iy equity. ron 
travel five miles from home they forfeit all their goods. If they 
came to court they forfeit 100 pounds, If they "ſend any per- 
rere 
Nee 
LA er 

and forfeit all their goods and chattels, and 2819 
for life. If a Proteſtant becomes a convert to popery, or pro+. 
neee Theſe are 
real penalties and worth petitioning a 
ee ae the Proteſtant Bi. 
ters. And yet liow differen is the dondudt of the parties ng, | 


80 eee e. of Diſs Iv 
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_ TT see, 36 
. Thoſe relaxations and abaternents, originating ip 


citizens and ſubjefts ! From the Proteſtant Diſſemers we hear [1 


; 1 
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the Proteſtant religion from the encroachineh#-of 


Popery, excited the horror and indignation of mn · 
Find. I would not revive the memory of cheſe ex- 


” - 


ceſſes, Dre ih 


ſubje& under diſcuſſion. 
Ian aware that the "THEE Diſlenters will 
deny 

rection; and that their principles, in the preſent 
times, could not lead them to commit ſuch atro- 


cir being the authors of this horrible infur- * 


cious aims : the latter part of this poſition reſts 4 


with me to prove; what their 


of them by a candid and impartial Difſenting Ni- 
niſter. The diligent and impartial inquirer, 
however candid, muſt regs whe that the 
« Proteſtant Diſſenters, in leſs time than even, half 
« a century paſt, were in general auſtere in their 


principles were at 
this time may be fairly collected from a ſtatement | 


« remper and manners" that they painted religion 
i With a gloomy aſpect; betrayed a ſpirit of ſin- 


« gularity. and oppoſition i in trifles; Were exceſ- | 
« five, and almoſt indiſcriminate, in their invec- 


«. tives àgainſt pleaſure; lad too much [fires 


upon modes and opinions; made too little al- 


 « lowanice for human infirmities; fixed too bigh | 


«' value, on Jong and frequent retirements. for the 
. fake of devotional exerciſes in private; placed 
as much too low the ſtandard of the ra“ vir- 


XY . 
- _ 


« fuel, thoſe eſpecially which are bumane, > generous, _ 


eee the moſt . : C 

et almoſt all their approbation and good - will to 
&« the people of their 2 diſcovered an over- 
| 1 e weening 


* 


a 14167 1 „ . 
| 4 conceit of their. own ſpiritual Ia 
ments and hat is ſtill worſe than all the reſt! 5 


| = were undoubtedly inſtances of thoſe 


who put on the ſemblance of rigorous | piety to 5 5 


| — 4 conceal, and give ſucceſs to heinous 
Ame fr Ss, wh ol rexdineS aching. 
_ < lTedged, that there are upon record many. ex- 
| « /ceptions- to this heavy charge; but the above- 
* mentioned may, I think, be exhibited as ſotiie 
of the principal outlines in the character of thoſe | 
«whe were, or affected to be, amongſt the beſt 
e Nay, 
<-further, if a diligent and impartial inquiry wire 
« ' how made (viz. 1780) into the prevailing temper 
r 
* different parts of this kingdom, it would be 


* «, found, that ſomething. of the ſame ſpirit is fill 


* among 1“. — Such are the principles of Pro- 
teſtant Diffenters, delineated in 2 fair, f 
er. by their own hands ?! 


amongſt them were conſuleed upon the 
repeal of the 11th, and 12th, of William, and were 
zealous in the cauſe of freedom, 

ing the "indulgence w 
time received.” But, whilſt Juſtice is due to this 
W of men for their candour and mode - 


seen Diſcourſe on religious| Zeal, by Mr, Rd. Godwin, 
$782=tound p wth no ce Pic. rr ere 


ens 


promot- 
the Catholics at this 
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ration, I cannot ſuppreſs my abhorrence of that 
tumultuous aſſociation of Proteſtant Piſſenters, 
which, under the ſpecious maſk of patriotiſm and - 
religion, firſt, promoted an inſurrection that ſub- 
verted the civil authority, and introduced a ſcene 
of riot and diſorder, that filled the empire with 
amazement and conſternation. 

Whatever * the.rcal deen of the. e 
men might be, the meaſures, which they adopted 
to promote their cauſe were, in the leading fea. ' 
tures, ſo fimilar to the late attempt of the Protef. 
tant Diſſenters to obtain a redreſs. of their imagi» | 


% = - 4 2 9 
0 * . a 
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= | ki Ls Gs i AA 
to che Diſſenters, yet the original and chief cauſe of the inſur- 
roQion reſts with them. It is a fact, that, ſo"early a3 1779, tlie 
infatuated leader of the rioters (lord George Gordon): main» = 
tained a correſpondence with ſome diſaffeQed teachers in Edin- 


burgh and Dumfries, upon the ſubjeRt of the Catholic Bill, and - 


particularly with the prefident of a formidable body at Glaſgow, 


ct Fes d Loft; wich e Ig 


man was, in the following year, more cloſely-conneRed, when 
he, headed the Scotch diyifion of inſurgents in St. George's 
Fields, and proceeded with them in a tumultuous manner to 
Palace Yard, in order to intimidate che legiſlture into & com- 
plance with their wiſhes, which then appeared t6'be /a.repodl 
of an act paſſed in 1778, diſaunulling the obnoxious clauſes in 
the 11th and 12th of William, and admitting their fellow-ſub- 
je&s to ſorne immunities. Beſides the petition, of the Proteſtant | 
Affociatott, thete were others, from various parts of the king- 
dom, preſented by lord George Gordon, on behalf of che 


Diſſenters, at the bar of the houſe of commons. es 


"my 


In 


1 7 
4 * 
- 
| e 


Rzi.r010ys Disszxs ten- £ ; 
in 1780 the leaders of the inſurrection, as 2 
n invited the "notice of the public by a 


circulating pamphleti, hand-bills, and public al. 
E '« exhorting che true fr 
| Steir Britain to unite, before it be too Yate} in 


«- vindication of toil and religious liberty" -n 


1789 a Hier ſtep was cken by the Proteſtilit | 


Diſſenters, previous to the diſcuſſion of their cauſe, 
and, at ſome of their meetings, they ſeriouſly re. 
ſolved © to raiſe a fund to defray the expences of 
« pieces in vindication of liberty t. 
_ Chayity forbids my imputing to the fi firſt aſſdci- 
oo" eee hor- 


10 For 


8 f ade ne TL ry $45 TOP ogt :- 

E 
very roughly handled by Mr. Burke, in dhe dchate on the pe- 
titions againſt the Catholic Bill, zoth June, 1780. He attagked 
this gentleman (alderman Bull) vich great ſeverity .< for, the 
part be had afted in the late difturbences, and for his ſupport- 
ing the petitions againſt the Catholics.” He aſked, «, How | 
bach a man 8 be, enjoying 8s. 4 Enfant, Difhn'er. all th | 
© net, of religiau Toletatien, acid reconcile it to hie, n- 
# ſcience to deny ſome few comforts to other men, between | 
- whom and him there was no difference but the mere, diffe- 
1 rence of religious opinion ?) — From theſe and a multizade. of 
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ns Sed | 


lowing reſolution” of the meeting” of Preteftant Difſcnters at 


Bolton in Lancaſhire, 17th of December, 179: That, u 
« nothing can be more beneficial 4 goed cauſe chan promoting 
Wa 
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wary | 


44 
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rr, and devaſtation from d. ſmall « ur ge & 


their injudicions, publications. In the firſt caſe, 
indeed, the invaders of the public peace witneſſed - 
the miſchief which their inflammatory notices had 
excittd, and attempted, when too late, to retrieve 
the unhappy. ſtep they had taken ® : from the lat- 
ter prelude to edition, we have hicherto een 


eee 5 91 LS 
ei 7 
« among the congregations which they repreſent, to defray the 
* expence of publiſhing /mall pieces in windication of liberty, and — 
« the rights of the Diſſenters.” —And, in conſequence of theſe” 
reſolutions, mall pieces, of a peculiar tendency, were. publiſhed in 
Pp 99% at Want Aeiteeliviat $6,amr 
. e x 70 
| el Pete Mines 8 e tas 
eakier w allomble than wo pred e wan by huwd-bill, thought: _ 
proper, when their partizans were proceeding to outrageous - 
lengths, to publiſh counter-notices, diſſuading the inſurgents _ 


from their exceſſes; and, in ſact, difavowing all connection wick 


chem if they proceeded further. And their unhappy lender at- 
tempted, at his examination before the -privy council, to excul- 
pate himſelf by ſaying, that « he could not foreſee. the miſchief 7 
that had enſued Vet here was ſome apparent contritin, 
ſome palliation of the offetice ; and however flight, the moſt fa 
vourable conſtruction was put upon it. But the Proteſtant Diſ- | 
ſenters of 1790, although \admoniſhed by ſome of their moderate _ 
and rational brethren not to proceed to ſuch unjuſtifiable lengths 
as their reſolutions held forth, in contempt of the friendly ad-. 
2. 8 
| Pieces in windication of liberty, were only a, prelude to nobler at- 
8 This appeared clearly from a letter which Mr. 
W 
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ae r W cules: and this 
ſpetich of libel n it inflames tte Pailions, E fe 

 nerally" productive of diſorder... Fe RA 
Rtajicez we have Teen it lead a deluded mob to che 
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e essen d ee f | 

received but che day; before, from:a:Mr. Fletcher, a Diſſentet | 


nit Din bl Wi roo em | 
« ciplez, that he would not tay, but came away with ſome o 
e moderate men "He obſerved, cat obe member | 
— —— | 
dor any thing more than che repeal of the Corporation, and 
* Teſt Afs?” anſwered, inthe language of our Savigur, ® We | 
| | « know choſe things which N And | 111 
Ne ive them e ka light into | 1 
« what we tend“ he informed kim, that < they did not care | ws 
= the nip of a firaw for the repeal of thoſe ARs z bur that they - q | 
« defigned-1o uy ſbr the abolition of the Tythes, Liturgy, Ac.” | : 
To this unſhaken Abdiel regard i dus: I 1 77 FILE PS. 
2 Ins, loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal; eds”, WIG. 
ee aalagey” "_ | 
Too ſwerve a ? 85 N 


,” - * 
„ne . y 'S> — 
* * 


62 Hr dhieai Maxon or 
low citizens: in the latter caſe, alhough the mea- 
ſure has been hitherto attended with.,no | 
chere is an overt-adt againſt the public atery; #3 
by weakening the judgment, and inflaming 8 
| imagination, theſe ſmall pieces in vindiation of liber 
l popular commotian, 0 
E | 
che multitude : ik | 
Ne eee 
He To paciam eee final © 
"This ſpecious artifice,. which A) "cx or ads 
by. the aſſociators in both inſtances, in order to. 
cover. their deſigns, and to carry their ſeparats 
ſchemes into execution, is calculated to Jull oppo- 
ſition aſlcep, and it may, for a while, impoſe upon 
the credulous. Thus the inſurgents in 1780 diſ- 
played che mock banners of religion and liberty, 
and numbers unwarily enlifted at the'ſtandard, un- 
conſcious of any intended evil: and the aſſociators 
of the preſent times, copying the ſucceſsful pre- 
cedent,. are the declared- afferters of ibe rights f 
men, and the avengers of their oppreſſed" and perſe- 
cuted fell cis rens]; and, f on the mo- 
del, they congratulate one another upon the daily, 
incenſe offered at the, ſhrine of Diſſenting · Virtus: 
e We have received, with heart; ſtit ſatisfaftion, 
ee. the teſtimonies of approbation with which our 
cc conduct has been honoured „ &c. This tinſel f 


* Se the Reſolutions of a Meating of the Committee, be. 

held at che King's Head Tavern, Poultry, London, n 
st 1790 Edward Jefferies, Eſq; Chairman. 
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a he wee , Ub" Rant VNR 
t, that the projected reformation of the 
Late might not be expoſed io ſerutiny and "defetez | 
and, as the deſign is of 4 deeper Policy; a Bard © 
more tawcdty and meretricious " than uſual us 
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Should tyra the tide of ad en. | 
| And breed a kind of queſtion in their cauſe; 
For well they know, Glas" 
ah rotor fog iangr non drgnnt omar Namn 
And ſtop all fight - holes, every loop, from whence. 
| | os "Tho aye af reaſon. way ingen them e Per 
l mut be allowed chen tat Walk fbckern füh- 
dicators of liberty have arrayed themſelves more 
than their predeceſſors ; but with fingu- | 
lar negligence, whilſt buſied in attiring the frontiſ- 
piece of faction, r ee the ood 
nakedneſs in a leſs guarded quarter. 
Fe — om pri ffi, | 


2 


{ 
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ol Faction, and proſtituting the ſanc 
| | kabernacles to ſecular intrigue, 


64 Hiarok tea Rien 


ity of 64. 
The Proteſtant Diſſenters aſlembled at 8 | 


ton, after noticing the © partiality, oppreſſion, and in- 


* juſtice of the Teſt laws, and commenting on the 
* {qu 25 that their country ſuffers by the excluſion = 
& of and virtuous Diſſenters from civil offices, 


„„ reft ſatisfied whilſt o 


« groſs a violation of the rights of men remains on 
« our ſtatute books: they therefore exhort their 
« brethren, as good citizens, to do all they can to re- 


s move an obſtacle which, prevents dhe adrmiſfion. 
| « of bang Diſſenters into public -employments.” 


And to impreſs theſe boneft principles on the minds 
of the multitude, and excite their. zeal for novelty, 
and laudable endeavours after reformation, they 
reſolved, « That copies of theſe reſolutions be ſent 
« to the miniſters of the ſeveral .congregations 


e which are repreſented by their delegates in this ; 


« meeting, accompanied with a requeſt,” that they 


ce will publicly read them to * TOM mn 5 
ee ens, 


Thus would 8 che ee 


the low - roofed meeting- houſe into an appetence of 
temporalities, into a ſcramble for the perquiſites 
e eee exe ef. : 


e petit of's wat une * 


tions of Proteſtant Diſſenters, held unn 


January 6th, 2790. 5 g 
3 ee of ol e = I Wh dus dena. 
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18 Kittel Detern 3 
i Tete things indeed, they have-arddalateds N 7 
. dee 
00> Wi the garment of rebellion — 
« With ſome fair colour, that may 
ee 0 
e elbow at che nw 
8 #1 ese re e ee FIN (2 2 N . 
2 © „ * ö * 15018"'1 n vg Tk \o ned 
It will appear, upon eee e 
the pulpit has been, of late, the common vehicle · of 
| Gnatical-diſcontent;-:- A; ſpirit of prejudice againſt 
eſtabliſhed laws, and an irreverence of government, 
has been induſtriouſly imparted, and the oratory 
eee the fuel aan wet af fe. 
dition YO COTE ie e Oey 
þ An tuſtriows writer; whoſe fill in all the test 
ol civil life has not been points out to us 
the origin and progreſs of popular diſcontent. Sir 
Francis Bacon, rreating of the cayſe. and miſchief 
ol ſeditious inſurrection, obſerves, that it originates 
in the murtnurd and ayerfion of two parties, the | | 
ig orders. in, the ſtate, and the; commonalky: | 
FR ge one of, theſe is diſcontent, the danger ,is | 
; for common people are of ſlaw, mo- 
"they be nor excited by the greater fort: | 
o 
e multitude be apt and ready to,move of them- 
1 Fig ag Then: this is the danger, hen the better 
* fart. de but wait for the troubling. of the, waters 
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1 would be er eaſy, N a tedious 
taſk, to point out paſſages. and'proofs from the ſer- \ 


mons of ſevetal af the Diſſenting miniſters, of their 


attempts to inſti] into their reſpective audiences a 


diſtaſte of all ordinances, civil and religious. The 5 


3 —— with ideal e e 


llowed trope, and metaphor urged on metaphor, 


to animate the eaſy, inglorious n ; 


pious ariarchy ; the Teſts, the Church, the Supre- 
macy are no humble objects; and When Riker,” 
Laws, and Biſhops are the promiſed plunder, what 
— Liberty „ ane 
e eee 3 eee e i 


A 4 


* 1 0 
£383: Brite n 190 


1 W ales ha MON Seger ; 


within the limits of che mecung-houſe, "I 
unwilling to enquire; but if cheir 

rical directory has been as favouraby 
without, which they infinuite, as it has been 1 . 


high time ſome antidote Thould be adminiſtered to 


correct the malignant influence. This they have _ 
ne. for a naked n 4 


vidly enforced within the pale of fenfo tis 


dictions —— age- of. ben [adi "thiw 


| j * a . Sir F. Bacon's Eds... wa If 25 f 


/ f the 


1 © though their Voice" be Jacob's voice, pet Gelt 


os be RY? Dae | 
8280 principles of this goſpel-preaching miniſtry, | 
ſtripped of their borrowed frippery, 
cient to convince their deluded” followers,” that 


bands are the hands of Eſau.” aan, 


8 weary the 
. 


#1 


brains of thoſe uſurping 


rendered real ſeryiges to mankind. 


e 
of my reader, Was 1 to 


It would be 


which have iſſued from the overheated | 
ſons of Levi, Who have of 
taten ſo much upon them, murmuring alike againſt 
A priefbood,' and the rulers of the' people. I shall 
notice che zcalous deeds of tuo, who are 
in the aſſembly, famoys in the congregation, men 
5 Who, in fomenting ſchiſm in the church, 
and difſenſiop in the ſtate, have miſapplied ralents, 

that would have adorfied ſociety, N 


5 enact tn cotrd 8 
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„ and whoſe crimes 


5 Feen 
Theſe teverend abettors of {elition, ate nok con- 


eee ee but im- 
agitate the fearful element; and, | 


wile 
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« people, and to ſhew them that, in the Church 


« Eſtabliſhment of this country, there is much of 
« error and ſuperſtition: and if we can convince 


« them that it is ſo (and of this I have no doubt) 


« in proper time they will take it down themſelves.” 


See Letter to the Right honourable William Pit. : 


1787, by Joſ. Prieſtley, LL. D. 


The enemies of reformation do not ſuffici- 


* ently conſider, that, by. oppoſing, in enlightened 
« times, all attempts to remove ſuch ſhocking le- 
« miſhes from our eſtabliſhed code of faith. and 


. worſhip, they expoſe the hierarchy to particular 
« danger of a bin and tote] overthrew... A 2 


« friend to the free progreſs of truth, and an enemy 


ce to. all faviſo bierarchies, I could almoſt wiſh. they 


cc may perſevere-in their obſtinacy.”' Sermons on the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, by Richard Price, Mn. &c. 
1787. 


*« If you e have. a en e 


« own I ſee no occaſion whatever) let it be at leaſt 


« ſomething rational and intelligible; ſomething that 
« mankind may ſee to afford a natura foundation 


« of good condudt here, and of reaſonable expec- 
« tation hereafter: and ſuch is the Unitarian doc- 


© trine*.” gee RN ST Bb | 


125 Ham enn * 7 
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eee nn enn e es & | 


| badinage, propoſed to give up Chriſtianity, 8 
mended his « 


W Dik ih 8 


golden en ee 
ay / Woelſton, 


project; that wicked rogue Tom Woolſton, in the true ſpirit of 


mY , 
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* ſhall be every where acknowledged and prsufe 
upon: Religious bigotty, that cruel demon, will 


Eee ee 


* bierarchies will then fink.” 80 injurious de 


* civil eftabliſhments of ſormularies of faith and 


* „ 


worſhip, that it has long been a ſutheck of diſpute, 
© which'is worlt in its effects on ſociety, meh « re- 5 
« ligion, er feculative Atheiſm: © For my own part, 
« I could almoſt give the prefirence to the latter.” 


Revolution, by Richard Price, D. D. LL. D. 


2 « If we be {ucceſsful in the propegation' of the 
© truth, we need not give ourſelves any concers dbout 


ee the meaſures of government concerning it. Cauſes 


will always produce their effects 3 and; though the 


e caſes be of a different nature, it is as certain an 


— © inference as any in geometry, that an Uniteries 


' 
\ 


) ®« poople comma lng be fubjet to 0 Trinitation ga. 
- *' menr. ' Things are already in ſuch a train, that, | 
R 


. 
trum, This arch-diſputant well knew that there wus an i 
r was- 


a = Oy queen at their coronation were 


- obliged 10 take and f Ne 


the doctrine, diſcipline, and go- 


_ * ernment thereof, r — England and Ire- 
« land, and the territories thereunto belonging: and that this 
A (5 Ann. e. 5.) ſhould. held a fundamental and eſſential 
© 295 the Unita howwhe! two kingdoms of England and 


\ * * 
« and 
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«© Happy will the world bY nate... | 


— 


« and keep up the ſubſcription 
William Pitt, by Joſeph Prieſtley, LL. D. 


Foy 70 . 8 or 


«tia of the change. in fuyour of Ui 1 5 
s rianiſm, we may be as certain of its taking place, 
. as if we ſaw it actually accompliſhed.” Ses 


Sermon on the Importance and Lays SE Eno 
Lang Sc. by Joſ. Prieftley, LL. P). 


« Religious improvement muſt be BE g 


4 keep pace with other improyements. It is ob- 


« ſervable that the ſcriptures place the downfall of 3 


ps + 


et antichriſt. before the t of the uni · 


wee kingdom, of the Meſſiah. Previouſly to 


« this, it muſt loſe that connection with civil power 


« which has debaſed it, and which now, in almoſt. | 
every Chriſtian country, turns it into a ſcheme of 


* worldly emolument and policy, and, ſupports 
. error and ſuperſtition under the name of it. The 


* abſurdities fathered upon it muſt be | explode = 
< ed,” tc. Ser Sermon in the Old Jewry Meetings . | 
E London, April 757. by Ne Price, | 
103  Affure yourſelf, Sir, Fey Unitarian be-. 


« trine has already taken deep, root. in the church 


« itſelf; and it is a plant of a ſtrong conſtitution, 


e and makes vigorous ſhoots, | The preſent con- 


« troverly greatly quickens ita growth; and, in ſpite 
e of all the efforts of churchmen, and of all that as 


e You bln do to affiſt them, the doc- 


< trines which conſtitute, the peculiar faith of the 
« church of England muſt fall before it and, if the | 

eee 
to them, it muſt in 
« time fall with them.” Letter to the Right Hon. 


« The 
: i 9 
1 


"Rxn4.4050VS Dag naron.. „ ae} 
. The late (American) war did great gbd bn 
1 diſſeminating 
mankind, and the nature of legitimate govern= 
| © ment,—But in it termination, the war has dane | 
« ſtill greater goad, by preſerving the new-govern< = 
1 from chat deſtrustion in which they muſt 
| & have been involved, had Britain: conquered : by 
e providing, in a ſequeſtered continent, 6 place of 
_ © refuge ſor oppreſt men in every region of the 
word, e 
2 ˙ͤ V 
to hope theſe ſacred bleſſings will ſpread till they 
| © become univerſal, end the time arri vat when kings 
| © and prieſts ſhall baue no more power 40 men, ond 
4 that ignamivions flavery, which has hitherto de 
c the-world, is exterminated.”” - Qbſervations on the 
yarn ol; the Y Fran Ri 
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apologiſts too have been bufy in glofling over their 


have of chat cauſe, or of its advocates,” who ure 


cloak of reformation- cover all the fins of reſtleſs 
| zeal? or will-unbluſhing-revolutioniſts veil over 


every unſightly - 
en, and puzzling apothegrns, 


independent parliament is incompatible- % ring : 


ec exiſtence of che monarchy; and, That a 


e church polity, conſormable to the genius of the Ph 


civil confiiration} is Indiſpenſabl tO fact 


«/tiotial. religion; we have a eee k 
claring from the roſtrum, that he has worked hin- 


ſelf up beyond his ftrength, and is well nigh ex- 


fs 


babe ar the glorious proſpe of * classe | 


| OE IE RE 1. les ter en be Gomana ene 64 
enlarly of his popular diſcourſe on the love of our country, No- 


vember 1789, has thought it prudent to ſoften down ſome offen- 
five ftroke of oratory. This has been judged a neceſſary prac- 
tice by Dr. Prieftley, and particularly in his ſermon at Birming- 
ham, on the conduct to be obſerved by the Diſſenters upon the 
eve of their application to parliament ; in which he has atoned 


for former inflammatory expreſſions, in ſome degree, by a calm | + 


Rn And it pains one to obſerve an un- 


r | 


8 a 3 
Ro be 055 | 
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indecent labours; have oppoſed to the charge of - ' 
faction, rhe forcay the nerve; the beauty of meta? 
phor ; and have qualified the prixciples of rebellion, | 
by attributing to honeſt zeal iis wouted"imprudence;  . 
but upright intentions. But what opinion can WW 


either involved in a train of indiſcretions, or en- 1 
gaged in a tiſſue of apologies Will the ample 


excreſoence? ere | 5 


— 


a 


ener conkilts'*.” - Tet, a little | 
the ſame divine, in the ſame ſanctuary, forgetful- of 
| former political ſpeculations, affirming wich groſs 


A king is nomore than che firſt ſervant of the pub - 


| « His ſacredneſi is thefacredief of the 


Rz11010vs/ Deconwerew(t L. 


. cheifin-08/ de ruins-of the-epiſcopal lieh, 
0 and the independence ef the tres fates of the Bri- 
« tiſn e toes 
after,” we hear 


inconſiſtency, that the monarchy is eſſentially 4. 
. pendent, and the king a mere creatute of the public 


« lic, created by it, maintained by it, and reſpon- 
{ ſible to it: and all the homage paid him, is due 
© to him on 0 other accoum than the commun 


* 
* 
- 
0 


« his authority is — — 


und the term Majeſty, which it is uſual u apply 


« to him, is % no. means his on majeſty, but che 
« majeſty of the people f. I forbear commenting 
on the indecency of handling this ſubject in the 
pulpit, and the tendency of ſuch doctrine to inſſams 
the conventicle. But I muſt aſk-'theſe delegates of | 
evangelical peace, whether they are in actual poſs 
ſeſſion of their conſciences, when they thus proſtitute = 
ee ee lam, ac deen ar un ee 
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and d ty of promoting it, de'ivered 
at the Ide ON 2 bone, April 25, 178 1787, before the\ | 
fqn fee an fees, by Road GAA 
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at the Old Jewry _—_— gt mere nge wpl 
Price, DD; F.AS, b a ts 26. 
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| Lanjent, to the viſionary liberties of the people;to be 


_ & produce many eſſects beſides thoſe that pre in- 
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the rights of the church, and che privileges. of par- 


trampled on. Waun IM: 


re hs LE Pr & +1 * 1 Is, 46'S. 

7%, | „ quod a pixſepidus neee! ret alas 
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conſequences that have oed from this rant for 

ar rap the rights of conſtience: but when po- 
n Ticty, "und" zeal" "takes. place, & 
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I hope! 1 thall nor ound Gb an of Wen 


e of privilege, when 1 tell chem'that 


F 
that the rights and liberties' of the fue may de 
urged too far, n 
days, as nceeſſurlly to be reſiſted, eſpecially on che 
eve of innovation; as ever prerogative was in the laſt 
century: becauſe *© political innovations ecormonly 


« tended. The direft conſequence. is often the leaſt. 
<. impo | Incidental, remote; and unthought- 
1 of evils or advantages frequently exceed the good 
. that is deſigned, or the inconveniency that is ſore- 
« ſeen . Far be it from me to intrench upon the. | 
anner e HERIRACT 


: 0 bes Chae Paley's Principles of More and Pele 
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3 ee Wess W2 5 
n las e les been caled de majeſty df 1 5 


2 „ 
. We 
| monarchical government. are generally ape to fü. 
They lift up the dignity of tho people, and mii: 
terpret and depreſs the royal authority, and, tedu· 
 cing che chief magiſtrate to the condition, of a. fer | 
. ͤ mercy digi, | 
and reaſſumabie at will, they effeQually deſtroyithe | 
very eſſener U a monatchical conſtitution. , Is. our | | | 
ceebraed revolyaguityee to dre that the King's Hah 
See bo: he Fine contract 
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mited: and if he maintains the cer Vetter 
himſelf and his people, which is expreſſed in his - 


according to the laws, and maintains "the eflabliſhed 
religjen of his country, he is then entitled to our . 
verence and allegiance, not merely as the , fer. 
vant of the public, but as poſſeſiiig the-conſtitutional 
and legal attributes of perſona! ſovernignty;"abjolute * 
 perfetlion, and political perpetuity ? Is dhe champion 
oſ rigbis yet to learn, that, for the preſervation 
of this monarchy, and che maintenance of the regal 
dignity, adberence to the king's enemies is puniſhable © 
as high'treaſon ® ;/ „ 
vermment, is ſubject to fine and impriſonment +: that, 
for the defence of religion, and the ſecurity of the 
public peace. reeling Mey ans wh 
 multuous petitioning 9, pretended prophecies and libels I, 
we ag nt a eee monde 
neee 

There is in ſome nieces Mee laden &op 


of weh wen wey think of their e 
4 , = * 


= By the ature of Edurard ILL eee 
| þ By fpenkingor wrking comtumprnnly, &e. 9 
and 6th Ann. c. 7. 
NY Seditions words, ſpoken in derogition of the eftabliſhed re- 
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J By dhe 13th Charles II. . 1. and 1 George, ef. -H 
{4 * * 128 and 129. 
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+ poſition to thoſe whoſe province ir is ww-reprovey/w»- | 
reſtrain, and to rebuke; and, whatever" the friends 
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their cry for diberty,. 
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5 A charscger fo 

; could! neither be die favonrite of a” party; ior the 
; | idol of che tabernacle, nom proftituted” to gvil 
4 — wood and phrenetic dudgeon ; and we might reaſon- 


ably erpect that difſidents would no Jonger imputs 5 


iniquiry'o'eſtabliſkrnens of faith, e 


uh vt Nt er 37 
371 MOT | — 855 ak. 
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NM « Tur inſurrection to religion; a 2 


it 12 TY 


ed figcers-and holy in his thoughts, . _ - | 
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« And more, or Je do flock wo fallow him.” 


But öh drr v 8. of experiment : ee 
of civil. and political augury are 
- mitted” and imbibed with theological e 
. have inivedar he mapdevf | 
fame, through the eccentric paths of fans ebemifry . | 
and divination : nay, to prove the utmoſt powers 
K ebenen. prjecar hs Veen fpynd es 8. 


„ than any y other : 56 tn Salt Ge pb ne 
| lle hes Sermon « On the Love of our Country,”. he entirely 
depreciates the regal authority, and condemns all erraten 
of civil power in matters of religion: and in his « Qbſeryatons _ 
Sn = on-the Importance of the American'Revoluton,” be glories 
| | in dee emancipation of our late fue, f om regal ty 
12 ranny, and, kindling with a zeal for reformation, þ 

| petitions Heaven « to put a ſperdy end to all cl, lee. 

| * of e! unmindful, that the great, deer has! . 

woven the eſtabliſhment into the, civil. conſtitutions 
| nr fy 8 r 
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I call a. take leave ef theſe gratiemen fore 
ſeaſon ; but, as we may tet again, l —_ | 


per to aſſure ther, that in my firicburrs. on their 


principles, 1 grazify/no-perſonal--enmity3-thair. gel. 
for gudh+ thorough reformation, as far as. it:has-opes 
| rated on their conduct as ſubjefts.and;: as citizens, 18 


ps 2 nne Ke 


* baue vided the. laws of their 


country, by wounding her conſtitution, and afſailing 


| the: beſt interefts-of her religion, wrong che mew 
dium of ber oon preſi, it is my ſincere with that. 


| they may never be overtaken... by popular infult,, or 


perſonal injury. Errors in policies, as well as in i | 


divinity, ſhould be treated with the ſame cortectineo 
zz erfors.inethies;or philoſaphy ;- prejudice ſhould _ | 


be ſubdued by realong and opigions ſhould be cn. 


the dece&ion of; ſophiſin and fallacy; and religious _ - 


l 
: 


as well as political orthodoxy may be well ſuppbrt- f ls 


ed without an arm of fleſh.;, for upon found: 
ment and fair diſcuſſion, truth; will always obtain 


G7 © Mr. Fox, in We de i bd ein ah 
34 1790, noticed the of Dr. Price againſt the hierar- 
chy; but he inſiſted that there would be no more danger to the 
conſtitution, in admitting him to an Mer in the ate, than there 
e e eee 
r e arliamen 
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couremry, xeje when Wein i 6 ule 


the public ſeeurity has depended on the very laws 


| that are now ſo obnoxious, and to which indeed we 


are indebted for our preſent enjoymetit of civil ana 


manity and benevolence ſhould reſtrain the execu- 
tion of penal laws in matters of opinion, yet the 


religious liberty: and, however the principles of hu- 


common policy of prevention will teach a wells 
conſtituted ſtate to preſerve certain barriers betw ix 
liberty” and licentiouſneſs. * Oh; tis excellent to 


d ene dee buy his ger a es. 


it like a giant) —Shakeſpear. 


fr Ie Wide and Samen profiice with Rt — 
tors/ to impute to the advocates for eſtabliſhments 
and regular government, an adherence-'to High- 


Church principles and prerogative :' but let me 
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aſk that man, who is unbiaſſed by education, b˖/ß 


religious prejudice or connection, whether, in the 
preſent times, more wiſchief is not to be appre- 


hended from a clamour for abſtract riglits, and a 


zeal for reformation, than from any undue influence 
of prerogative, or any ambitious deſigns of church- 
men? We have a monarch who. has inflexibly | 
purſued à juſt, equitable, and conſiſtent conduct, 
who has conſidered his own intereſt as interwoven 


wich the welfare of his ſubjects, and whoſe hap- 


. has _— in * the dee of 
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his people : we have à religion, I 
- an eſtabliſhment, ny wg] bob hp 5 
| hors every meaſure ſubverſive of liberty, ud wbich, 
_ through the bleſſed ſpirit of toleration, is the very. 
prop and ſupport of ſocial happineſs. Or clergy, 
3 are equally 
learning, mildneſs, and liberality, 
ar nn, lc ga et. 
| A pure adminiſtration of juſtice prevails amongſt 
D e 
3 
tereſts of the individual are l abr 
Erl oppreſſor. A tide of wealth 
7 proſperity is flowing in upon us ; the affections 
of g, rel, poagls are Gangs 17, 99Y; ate 
2 beneficial laws; whilſt national honour is main- 
tained abroad in unuſual ſplendour. Such is the 
Pint and the effect of our happy conftiturion. a 
i jon HP . . 
egiance without betraying ourſelves | 
n may exerciſe our brit ur 
ah 5 alage, except to thoſe laws hich 5 
Ae ot our OWn preſcribing, The efforts of ion ö o 
and ambition may indeed excite 2 feeble murm fo 
and promote a partial diſcontent; but an e 
en Tp 
"1 patriotiſm l ee e 13 
| . DN voice of him that re- En) 2A 
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to us, with the ardour of Britiſh gratirude, and in 


the fpirit of Roman approbation. Quapropter, 
« de ſummã ſalute noftri, patres conferipti, de con- 


&« jugibus ae Tiberis, de aris et focis, de fanis ac 
« templis, de totius urbis tectis ac ſedibus, de im- 
« perio, de libertate, de ſalute patriæ, deque uni- 
« yerſi remedies N. ogra ut "NE: 


F 


« tis, ac ſortiter o. 


I now reſume my compariſon. of the conduct of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters in 1789, with TOE | 
Proteſtant Aſſociators in 1780. 

Another Wale wheat by d ei i 
1780, in vindication of liberty, has been in no ſmall 
2 copied by the preſent aſſociated body of Diſ- 

ſenters. I mean the attempt to obtain an altera- 
tion of the eſtabliſhed laws, by overawing the Tegif- 
lature. The proceedings in each caſe are not ex- 
actly alike, but the tetidency was the fame, and 

- equally unconſtitutional. In the firſt inſtance, the 
danger to, the conſtitution was not ſo imminent as 
| the outrage on the perſons of the ſenators was of- 
ſenſiye. The tumultuous petitioning of the dals 


gan e 
« gence and reſolution, to provide for the public ſafety, and 
that of our wives and children, for our temples and altars, the 
« city and its buildings, the empire, the liberty and welfare of 
our country, and Hr the good of the whole commonwealth.” , 
| Crczxo. 


centiceps 


geneh- will generally defeat its own intentions} 
and in this caſe, the firmneſs and intrepidity wich 
Which  refiſted the daring violation of 


ö its freedom and privilege, contributed alike to the 


ion of the laws and the maintenance of irs 


dignity. But now the repreſentatives of the people 
| are to be aflailed tek hoſtilely indeed, but more 


Kae r AE el IDE 


with the covert evils of ſtratagem and intrigue. 


* 40 all governments than thoſe which are appa- 
| « rent, and capable of exciting immediate alarm*.” 
Inn either caſe, the deſertion of their conſtitutional 
duties was the object; in the former, by a dar- 
ing outrage on the perſons of the ſenators and the 


and artſul attack on their integrity and indepen- 


dence; by a cenſure on ſuch as had oppoſed their | 


repeated applications for a repeal of the Telts, and 


next 


3. 


And covert evils are generally more dangerous 
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freedom of debate; in. the latter, by a deliberate - | 


by a ſolemn declaration to return ſuch only, at the 4 
general election, as would pledge themſeves 


do ſupport the private intereſts of a party. 
however offenſive the conduct of the affociatars in 


1780 might be, I have no hefitation in ſaying, dt 7 


the meaſures of the aſſociators in 1789 were preg. 


nant with greater muſcmief to the conſtitution. A4 
chis charge is of 4 
| CR TR che 


6e Rights of the Difſentets aſſerted, &c. 
25 Hs ans 8 * part 


ſerious nature, it muſt be treated \ 
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accuſer,muſt be overwhelmed in the obloquy de- 
ſervedly due to calumniators. Diſmiſſing then for 
2 while, the firſt tribe of inſurgents, we are to in- 
quire how far the conduct of the preſent, Aſſociated 
Diſſenters tends to overawe and influence the legiſ- 
- lature; It is a fundamental principle in the conſti- 
tution of this country, * That elections ſhould 
« be free, and the elected independent.” In direct 
violation of this ſalutary maxim, the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters have concerted plans, which in their ope- 
ration ſtrike dre pe the feen de fd 
the independence of the repreſentative. 1 
Having formed confederacies throughout the 
kingdom, with a view to the repeal of thoſe ancient 
teſts, which the majority of their fellow-citizens have 
always conſidered and repeatedly declared to be the 
great ſecurity and defence of the crown, and the 
permanency of the Britiſh conſtitution; and judg- - 

ing that their intended application would meet with 

little redreſs from that parliament, which after ma- 

ture diſcuſſion had already twice ſolemnly declared 
againſt it, they look. forward to the period of its 
_ diſſolution, and vialently ſtrain every nerve to effect. 
the return of a better - tempered legiſlature... At 
the ſeaſon then of a general election, a ſeaſon at all 
times of faction and diviſion, when the minds of 
men are agitated by contending intereſts, and the 
little weakneſſes that are too oſten ſound amongſt | 
the beſt, float uppermoſt; in this hour of mental 
. Infirmity, the unbluſhing advocates of civil and re- 


* 


all Diſſenting frecholders and electors through- 
* out the kingdom, in every county, city, and bo- 


} 
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Igious liberty preſs forward, and "urge! 8 e n 
thoſe very men who are to thunder for them in the. 
ſenate, in behalf of abſtra# rights and natural pri- 
vilege, in ſupport of abſolute liberty, uſt and true: 


leſs than the coo! deliberate reſolution of a body of 


liberty, equal and impartial liberty tf. This palpable! 
| abſurdity would not be credited on my bare aſſer- 
tion: I am neceſſitated [therefore to adduce other 


proof in confirmation of the fact; and it is nothing 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, aſſembled at Bolton in Lan- 


caſhiref. © It is highly expedient and proper ſor 


rough, to require by letter, of all candidates for- 


« a ſcat in parliament, with whom they are ſeve- 
_ © rally concerned, an explicit declaration of their 


views reſpecting the Teſt and Corporation Acts, 
2 — ey a as IDEN 

< engage to ſupport a repeal of acts which appear. 
1 to be obnoxious, intolerant, and unjuſt: TT 


« penal ſtatutes againſt religious principles.” 
| Here ne eden anne for zeal, as 36 
Nut 
e moſt happily urged by the 
of the Exchequer, in the debate on Mr. Fox's motion, 
3d, 1790; and it was, although on a difimilar oceafion, 1 
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upon with pointed application by 'a former miniſter: It does 
« not become thoſe who will not obſerve n 'waniies, 1 | 


to preſs them upon others.” Sir Thomas Bodley's ſpeech to. n 
the Dutch, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 8 


den of Procllnt Dillnters, de ed . 36: 


note; . , 
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dd from an undue exertion of. privilege, and to de» 
lude or entrap the repreſentatiues of the people by 
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: 


for abſurdity, and. which holds forth a ridiculous” 


mixture of latitude and intolerance! 4 5 
"by &fera.counteyierery e abe 


influence and ſtratagem, is ungenerous and un- 
conſtitutional. If the Diſſenters were the only 
perſons concerned in the repeal of the eftabliſhed 


Teſts, even then their plea for a redreſs of griev- 
ances ſhould not paſs without a ſtrict examination, 


becauſe; the means which they have made uſe of to 


carry their point have excited ſuſpicion ; but When, 


under the pretext of religion and liberty, the very 


exiſtence of chat eſtabliſhnient for. which we have 
bern ſo long contending, is attacked, the cool de- 
liberate reſolution to influence the freedom of elec- 


tion, and to enſnare the judgment of that man who 


is to be the repreſentative, not of the Diſſenters 


only, but of every member in the community, 


rouſes the ag yr who is not indif- 


ferent to lis real intereſts; for the ſubject comes 


home to him, and his conſcience and reaſon muſt 
tell him, in ſpite of fine- ſpun arguments, that the 
conduct of theſe men is xo? to be juſtified in this 
particular, by any pretext of perſonal j inconvenience, 
or claim for private emolument. 


Bur cheſe men aſſure us they are good alta, 


ien to civil liberty, friends to the efablifinitts "in 


church and fate, and that they are only adopting 


ſeme conſtitutional meaſures to effeft their defireable. 
Purpgſe. When their plaintive brethren aimed at 
„ 5 the 


11 


? 


RA teteus 1 


the repeal of the oſſenſive ſtatutes in 3780, they 
exhibited a juſter 


tution, and betrayed 2 3 ‚ 
their ſctiators; unknown ta the aſſaciators of 1789. 


They expreſſed, in their petition to parliament, an 
apprehenſion, left the Roman Catholics, by the in- 
dulgence recently granted to them, . He influence 
e our eleflions in future parliaments, which wen 
„wu to the deftruttion of aur bappy conftitytion*.” 


They vo, but a fx hours ee der ede 


(rt your, and ere 


neben rains with f bee ray 
= Supply'd the fqn, and counterfeited dy. 


c 
were good citizens, friends to civil liberty, and the ga- 
or in church' and fate. © Your petitioners 

* preſurne, that their peaceable deportment, and 
« the conflitutional flops they have taken to obtain 


 « redreſs, will meet with the approbiatias/ of this = 


ic honourable houſe d.“ There is an animation in 
Roman politics that captivates while it convinces: 
« An tu E moto ye 
Fee ex lis, qui mercede conducuntur 


b 


« impelluntur; ut vim afferant DE / | 


« obſideant ſenatum? cui populo duces Le 
„Leite we prefers. O ſpeciem, digni- 


| » Sox the OE Ages aber anon = 
G. Gordon, at the bar of the Houſe of Commons, June 2d, 1789, 


. 109,009 wind 
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— populi Romanl/quam'ecges, quamnads-| 
c tiones exteræ, quam gentes ultimæ pertimeſeunt; 
** multitudinem hominum. ex ſervis conductis, en 
* facinoroſis, ex ann Nee 
cero. i 
The l ins faces 


others 50 imerpret but there neo no commen- | 


tary. Var. % 
enn dem he ee 
object that claims peculiar attention. A pamphlet, 
anonymous indeed, comes forward to the publie 
with ſingular commendation. The author profeſſes 
4 to give an accurate narrative of facts, and to 
« ſtate the principles on which the Proteſtant Diſ- 
« ſenters found their claim to à complete tolera- 
“e tion.“ And he has been uſhered into public 
notice under the ſanction of a noble earl ꝰ, and 


the applauſes of a diſtinguiſhed commoner f. The 


- firſt commends this pamphlet as the beſt that has 


been publiſſied upon religion, ſor a whole century; 
the laſt applauds it as a moſt accurate and fair 


ſtatement of the Diſſenters rights; and it has ob- 
n equal wann from authority} much 


37 Fa Earl 3; o | 
+ Sir H. Hoghton. See Debates, March 34, 1799: . 
7 Dre 


« fairly, the hiſtory of the Teſt laws: the argumentative part 


«reaſons clearly and forcibly on the injuſtice and impolicy of 
excluding from public offices a -part of the community; who, 
* c&c. &c. The facts and arguments, ſtated in this publication, fo 
Ny NR 
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e i see it eins A pbllaniantld . 
favourably announced awakens curioſity and attracta 
attention, and it ſnould contain important, accurate, 
and "impartial intelligence. The importance of 
this pamphlet to the intereſts: of religion, and the 
eorrectneſt and fidelity of its hiſtorieal references, 


may be the ſubject of future inveſtigation;-atpreſerit 


I am to examine whether it is calculated to promote 
mami een en ene ee 
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Fr 
wy t it.” Month. Rev. vol. XX. p. 5611. 
author of * The Right of the Proteſtant Diſſenters to 
. informs us, in his preface. 
that he was employed but litthe more ha fix weeks in auniting 
and publiſhing the firſt edition of his work: an intimation that 
implies either negligence and hurry, or ſuperiority of abilities. 
As the ſubſect is very important, and comprehends not odly the 
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nia vr evan ici for neue ad 
ſcious of deficiency, the writer refers us to a — of 
the Reverend Mr. Fownes, of Shrewſbury, intitled, „An Inquiry | 


_ * into the. Principles of Toleration. The work of this re- 


miniſter-hay, not as yet; come within my notice buty” / 
to this fortreſs and rock of refuge for Diſſenting principle, 1 
ſhall turn with eagerneſs, in expectation of finding bud wes | 
ment and fair deduction. ad ecard pe one's 
precipitation in a matter ſo complicated and involved, inevitably 


e : — — 


incurs that cenſure which n 21 
friends of 


inferences, and flunly argument. _ And, whatever the 
this aſſerter of rights may think, his abilities, however tranſcen- 
dent, will not ſecurs that Wt OO PLAY 
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here, if I might hazard a conjecture, it appears, that 
fromm this approved model, this prototype of reforma-+ 
eee eee 
— exit proccrtiings.; 5 75 
This writer, after having: beſtowed: d plentiful 
ſhare od ce on the whole bench of biſhops as 
+ ſupporters of tenets in public, which in private 

© they utterly diſclaim,” fums up the -ctedenda ex 

agenda of Religious Diſſenſion in this animated 
oration. © Let not the Proteſtant Difſenters 

| « put their truſt in king, miniſter, or prelates; but | 
let them confide in their own exertions, the juſtice - 
of their cauſe, and the generoſity of the nation. 
* Let them not be withheld by promiſes, or -inti- 
ce midated by threats, from proſecuting their deſign; - 
&« or ufing all. the helps which Providence bas placed 
& in their power, There is not an individual among 

them, however humble his fituation, however 

wür: ee INI AIn who may not exert 
.« himſelf with effect. By converſation with his 
< neighbours, by correſpondence with his friends, 
he may conciliate our enemies, and make the 
lukewarm zealous. Beſides, the time cannot be 
c far remote, when the repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple muſt give an account of their truſt to their 
. conſtituents; and that power which the Diſſenters 
< ſo ſignally diſplayed at the diſſolution of the laſt 
« parliament, muſt. have conſiderable influence at 
2 of the preſent, Such a criſis in 
* favour of the Piſſenters may not occur in the nee 
; evolution 


* 
5 
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*, volution/of ages B and it it 6 duty to. themſelves 

« and their poſterity to take ddvantoge of it; They 

c are peculiarly the guardians of religious liberty, 

« and will ſhortly have an opportunity/tp- en 

« their attachment to. its friends,  Thoſe-who ſhall 

have approved their regard for the rights af con 

* ſcience, and voted. for the repeal of the Teſts, 

« may go down with confidence to their conſti. 

* tuents, ho are Diſſenters, am frieds of neligious 

* Shorty; eben the eee for e. 

ec can haus no claim to their aſſiſtance *.”" . 
\ This is che Catholic creed of Proteſtant Diſſen« 

| Lion; and, without a queſtion, the damnatory clauſes 

favour ſtrongly of political Calviniſm. But is the, 

eve of the diſſolution of parliament ta be the eve 

of the violation of ſenatorial privilege ? Is the fuf- 

frage of the candidate to be pre- engaged to ſupport 

an unknown ſyſtem of refarmation? his faith pledg - 

ed to perſonal | intereſts, or his reluctance to make 

ſhipwreck of parliamentary virtue, wounded: by 

perſonal reſentment ? Tet ſo it is And I have lived 

to ſee the day, when the «repreſentative of a; free | 

people is to be intimidated into compliance wih 

eee ee 
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and conſtitutional rights ; and if he is wiſe, he will | | | 

delegate. them as- poie. aq hechgs macrived (cham \ 

Unc when i tha- bf Gunning his moſh: yabey | 
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able intereſts, his liberty, to the guardianſhip o 
another, he will take care not to accompany it with” 
a fetter, A combination of men may declaim 
upon their rights to dictate to their candidate; but 
that man muſt have more than Machiavelian craft 
and -ingenvity to perſuade me, chat this boaſted 
right is an ative power to hamper the freedom of 
others, or to invade the privileges of their fellow-' 
citizens. In ſhort, however I may abhor the inſults 
offered to the legiſlature by the aſſociators in 1780, 
I have no heſitation in ſaying, that a cool preme- 
ditated attack on the freedom of election, and on 
| the delicacy, the honour, and independence of a Bri- 
| fiſh ſenator, is full as alarming to the general inte- 
reſts of the public, as an butrage committed on the 
perſon oF ingen mat x7 
Bor de are cold” that this selbes hase peege- 
dent: That power which the Diſſenters ſo ſig- 
* nally difplayed at the diſſolution of the laſt par- 
. © lament, muſt have conſiderable influence at the 
* concluſion of the preſent.” And will precedent | 
ſanction what is inconſiſtent with reaſon and found 
policy ? So thought faction of old. '#*"Yivimus"ad 
*© exempla, nec ratione componimur, ſed conſuetudine 
4 abducimur.” It is true this meaſure has a prece-. 
| dent; a precedent indeed of the ſame com- 
plexion, but of a very different date from that al. 
hided to. And as it applies in many inſtances to 
the fubje& under diſcuſſion ; I ſhall be excuſed, 
even by the Diſſenters themſelves, ſor quoting it 
in the werls Wn Tek OE Ink 
ing 
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ing on the inſidious views of the Popiſh monarch i 
| James II. in ſetting out his declaration for tolera- 
ee 
This gave great offence to all true patriots, d 
c well as to the whole church- party. The pre- 
« .amble, that pretended ſo much love and charity, 
and that condemned perſecution, ſounded ſtrange- 
s ly in the mouth of a Popiſh prince. Upon this, 
« a new ſet of addreſſes went round the Diſſenters. 
« And they who had ſo long reproached the Church 
* of England, as too courtly in their ſubmiſſions 
. and flatteries, ſeemed now to vie with them in 
| *, tho abjo& fixging. They. magnified the king's 
« mercy. and fayour, and made great proteſtations 
< of fidelity. and gratitude. Many promiſed to 
endeavour, het ach eee chum 
* ſerve in parliamemt, as ſbauld concur with the king 
« in the cnacfing what be now granted ſo graciouſy. | 
* The king ang his priefis meme detghond wh tor [ 
*/ pddredſontdut of, abu; e 
« now conquered thoſe who were hitherto chene 1 
1 moſt irreconcileable enemies. But ſeeing no hope 
| „ of prevailing on. his paaſipavept. (20 canrur with, | t 
e him in his aims at arbitrary power) he diſ- | 
6 ſolved it; but gaye it out, that he would have a 1 
4 ne one before winter ; and ſoon after ſet ou. en 
a progreſs through ſome of the weſtern counties. 
In the places through which he paſſed, the king 
N coldgels both in the nobility. and 
5 2 


94 HreToxrcar Manos or > 
te gentry. On his part, he was very obliging to all 
that came near him, and moſt particularly to the 
«. Diffenters, and to thoſe who had paſſed long 
*: under the motion of communteeealts's aiey.” He ran 
«. out on the points of liberty of conſcience. He was 
« well pleaſed to hear all che ill- natured ſtories that 
« were brought him of the violences committed 
4 of late, either by the juſtices of peace, or by the 
«' clergy. He every where recommended to them 
© the chooſing ſuch parliament - men as would con- 
. cur with him in ſettling thir liberty as firmly as 


« the Magna Charta had been: and to this he 
never forgot to add, the raking away the Teftt. 


« Many books were now writ for liberty of con- 
« ſcience; and, fince all people ſaw what ſecurity the 
e Tefts gave, theſe ſpoke of an equivalent to be 
cc offered, that ſhould give a further ſecurity, beyond 
* what could be pretended from the Teſts.” —The 
king was making every day a very arbitrary uſe 
of the power of changing the magiſtracy. The 
regulators, who aflifted him in this work, © were 
« for the moſt part Difſenters gained by the court, 
« and they went on very boldly, and turned men 
< out upon every ſtory that was made of them; 
4 and put ſuch men in their room as they confided 
in. Aſter this, the king ſent orders to the lords 
« lieutenants of the counties to examine the gentle- 
« men and freeholders upon three queſtions : the 
« firſt was, Whether, in caſe they ſhould be choſen 
* to ſerve in parliament, they would conſent to 
; « repeal 
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T | : | ME 
RITTO: DRIN ron. 8 9% 88 | 
« repeal the penal laws, and thoſe for the Teſts? | . lf 
« the ſecond was, Whether they would give their W | 
vote for chooſing ſuch men as would engage to 1 
do that? And che third was, Whether they would Þ 
maintain che king's declaration ? In moſt of the 
4 counties, the lords lieutenants put thoſe queſtions . 
& in fo carcleſs a manner, that it was plain they did . 
not deſire they ſhould be anſwered in the af e 
mative. Some went further, and declared them- . 3 
“ ſelves againſt them. And a few of che more re- I! 


* ſolute refuſed to put hem. They ſaid, this was "ol 
| « the prelimiting and the packing a par liamem, which - | 
| ee eee e NR WCET 
an 
Here Bu coalicier indeed? denise of Pagiey 
and Diſſenſion in ſupport of religious freedom! 
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© L diwifs the fabje2, and ſhall now talc berg of 
my reader; and if 'theſe few obſervations on the 
principles and conduct of the Proteſtant  Diſfenters 
ſhall have attracted his attention, it remains with 
him to conſider what- inferences and what uſe may 
be drawn from them. He muſt remark, that, al- 
though there are many upright and pious men 
who diſſent from the eſtabliſhed Church, there is no 
reaſon 0, ſuppoſe that chele are adherents. e me 
preſent ſyſtem, of reformation. He muſt- 
from the inſtances adduced, that the appeal of | 
Diſſenters to hiſtory, in proof of their patriotiſin 
and political virtue, ſerves only to condemn their 
principles and their actions; that their -{pecious 
vindication of civil and religious liberty has been the 
ſtale trick of reformers in all ages, ad captandum 
vulgus, calculated only for the fickle and unwary; - 
— that their cenſure on the Eftabliſhment, for con- 
founding religion with politics, recoils with ten- 
fold accuſation on their own heads ;—that their pre- | 
tended diſguſt of Teſts, when they are forging fetters 
for thoſe who are the peculiar guardians of liberty, 
is a groſs abſurdity ;—that their determination to 
renew their attack on the eſtabliſhed laws of their 
country, at every favourable opportunity, menaces the. 
public ſecurity, and deſtroys all confidence in them. 
as citizens and ſubjects. In ſhort—that their eager- 
neſs to promote the private intereſts of their party, 
at the period of a diſſolution of parliament, is not 
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good orden of juſtice, or loyalty on the one part, or 
| of meekneſt, charity, or on the other, 


| Kkely to reſult from the projected reformation, s 


might ſuſpect our judgment, and condemn our pre- 
But, on the contrary, we have all the reaſon 
6 to conclude, that, ſhould thoſe fences of 
| the conſtitution, thoſe bounds berwixt liberty and li- 


centiouſneſs, be aboliſhed, conſequences maſt fatal 


cerning the © beginning of ſtrife,” that it is like 


the letting out of water,” might then be 'exem- 


plified : for, if theſe flood-gates were once opened, 
ve know not where the inundation would ftop. 
Whilſt one would be cavilling at ordinances, an- 
other contending againſt the adtniſſion and authority 


of ſcripture, a- third "reforming church eſtabliſh- 


ments, and a fourth demoliſhing every ſemblance. 
of epiſcopal government, we may well imagine, that 
1 e 
with executive power, would create a ſpirit of 

fition, not to be confined to argument and 


as ew yr in | 


magiſtracy, in order' to enforce a compliance with 
this or that favourite ſyſtem : and, if che horrors of | 


civil war were not to be we ſhould 
| RO ET OO CY 
vived, 
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wo ſociety would enſue. What Solomon ſays con- 
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| vived, witch d and held of a ramen ab. 
ment to ſuppreſs.——But to take-this reformation in 
its leſs frightful point of view. If once theſe 


fences, the Teſts, are thrown down, and a broad 32 
Toad to Babel is paved by civil authority, the ridi- 

cule of atheiſm, and the triumph of infidelity, would © + | 
be complete. The unavoidable pollution of he 


altars of religion, and the diſtraction that would + 


pervade her temples, whilſt ane was crying out, 
« Eece in deſerts” and another, . Eece is penetra- 


« l;bus!” would not only excite the mirth of the 


libertine, but would diſcompoſe the features of or- 


thodoxy itſelf. Nor would the ſtate enjoy more 
tranquillity, or be expoſed to lefs confulion ; for, My 


ſince the legiſlature is required to grant a 
of © every penal ſtatute againſt religious principles o, 
what an encouragement is there for future aſſoci- 


ations ?. The gloomy ſuicide, and bold blaſphemer, 
| the lewd ſabbath - breaker, and common ſwearer, 


may confederate with the rank advocates for bigamy 


and concubinage, and, pleading an exemption from... 


+1 


penal ſtatutes againſt their religious principles, join 


the cry for liberty, equal and impartial liberty. The 
* confuſion in politics would not be leſs; Jews and 


Muſſolmen, Rabbins and Mufti, with all the un- 
timely births, and miſcellaneous ſpawn of Chriſti- 


anity, now ſhaped for comptrollers, clerks, and 


e of vacant office and proſtrate ma- 
| | * Reſolution of the Proteſtant Diſlenters"of Bon. 
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commiſſaries, e ee 
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invaded, and „ 
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